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Tuesday, July 28, 2009 

Ready or Not...They're Gay: book signing at Fireside Books on Aug. 1st.  

Hi everyone, 

 

More fuel for the library discussion. 

 

Some friends over at Fireside Books asked me to post up a press release for them: 

PRESS RELEASE 

 

On Saturday, August 1, Fireside Books and Gifts in West Bend will host the authors of a book 

that everyone in the area should read. 

 

In light of the controversy that has enflamed passions on both sides of the censorship issue and 

led to the non-reappointment of public library board members, this is an opportunity for 

community members to look at one aspect of the issue from the viewpoint of a couple who speak 

from very real personal experience. 

 

Paul and Hjordy Wagner know what it’s like to have a child come out of the sexual orientation 

closet. In fact, they’ve had that experience not once, but twice. Both of their sons are gay. Their 

book Ready or Not…They’re Gay tells the story of their acceptance of their sons’ sexual 

identities and encourages others--in a non-confrontational and loving way--to come to the same 

acceptance of gay and lesbian young people in our society. 

 

The Wagners--who live in Eau Claire--embraced their sons’ sexuality immediately, but they 

soon realized that for many other families the transition is not easy or smooth. Many young gay 

people today--if they muster the courage to come out to their families at all--are ostracized, even 

abandoned, by their loved ones. Ready or Not… attempts to equip other families with the 

attitude and compassion to help them accept the news of a gay child or loved one in a healthy, 

positive way. 

 

In addition to the Wagners’ personal experience, the book includes a range of perspectives from 

their circle of family and friends. It offers sensible guidance for parents and teachers of gay 

students and provides suggestions from the GLBT community on how to make the coming-out 

conversation more loving and sincere. 

 

The event on August 1 will begin at 10:30 a.m. The Wagners will begin with a short talk and 

then answer questions from the audience. Afterwards they will sign copies of their book. 

 

Those interested in attending should call the store (at 262-334-1444) to reserve a seat. Fireside 

Books and Gifts is located at 1331 West Paradise Drive, between Wal-Mart and Office Max.  
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