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ABSTRACT
COLONIAL CONTANCT AND INDIVIDUAL BURIALS: STRUCTURE, AGENCY,
AND IDENTITY IN 19" CENTURY WISCONSIN

by
Sarah Elizabeth Smith

The University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, 2014
Under the Supervision of Dr. Patricia Richards

Individual burials are always representative ahkadividuals and collective
actors. The physical remains, material culture, r@pdesented practices in burials can be
used in concert to study identities and socialgreas amongst individual and collective
actors. These identities and social personas arefult of the interaction between
agency and structure, where both individuals aodgs act to change and reproduce
social structures.

The three burials upon which this study is bageccarrently held in the
collections of the Milwaukee Public Museum. Theg al indigenous burials created in
Wisconsin in the 19 century. Biological sex, stature, age, and patjielwere
identified from skeletal analysis and the matesidture of each burial was analyzed
using a Use/Origin model to attempt to understaowl these individuals negotiated and

constructed identities within a colonial system.
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Chapter One: Introduction:
Colonialism, Burials, and the Construction of I dentities

Previous archaeological studies of colonialism @wldnial contact were written
from within a firmly dichotomous conception of humiaiteraction. These studies
divided Indigenous and Euro-American participants distinctly different groups and
subsumed essentialist and acculturist assumptioimsligenous decline and passivity in
the face of Euro-American cultural practices andemals (Ferris 2009, Lyons and
Papadopoulos 2002, Rubertone 2000). This typesabdrse both denies individual and
collective agency on the parts of Native and Eumnefican individuals and communities
and encourages over simplistic contrast studidses@ studies and the simple interpretive
dichotomies they utilize mask the complex rangesteiractions that individuals and
groups participating in colonial processes engad®ogers 2005).

Recently, anthropologists have engaged in the mtamiuof critical colonial
archaeologies and anthropologies. In these works@dism is not seen as a
homogenizing process of Western impositions ontallpopulations; instead, these
studies argue that it is more useful to see colisnisas a worldwide phenomenon of
heterogeneous contacts between dissimilar grougmsagonomic, political, and
ideological components (Lyons and Papadopoulos,20d6Bman and Rizvi 2008,
Guthrapalli 2008 ). Archaeologists also now recagrhat colonial experiences cannot
be generalized (Liebmann 2008). Instead, colamatacts must be contextualized.
People engaged in colonial processes acted througblex strategies of
accommodation, resistance, creation, and subvetisairwere informed by their specific

historical realities (Ferris 2009).



The emphasis in some of these works is on the fuse @rchaeological record to
examine real people who used material in tangibigexts (Given 2004). Material
culture is often used to assist individuals andigsoin signaling single and multiple
identities and social personas; materials are paiske and are often entangled in
dimensions of social, political, and economic magr{iTronchetti and Van Dommelen
2005). The artifacts examined in the archaeologmabrd are a physical proof of human
engagement in various systems. They are cultugalessions of everyday life that can
suggest certain social and cultural relationshesa(dry et al. 1996). Colonialism
ushered in adoptions, rejections, co-options, &iftssn material culture that are
especially visible in the archaeological recordefehis a temptation to use these highly
visible items to attempt to measure levels of aocation amongst colonial peoples (see
Quimby 1966). This assumes a unilateral or bitdtéow of culture that ignores the
composite and hybrid identities that often acconypauiture contact and different social
formations (Russell 2004, Stein 2005).

Identity construction and the assertions of squébonas and multiple identities
are especially visible in the mortuary record wheatéacts and the embodiment of social
and economic conditions can be tied to both speitiflividuals and larger groups. In a
broad sense identity is temporally, socially, ardgyaphically bounded. It occurs both
within and around individuals and communities; mdividual is always both wholly
themselves and defined by other social groups ivs (M/hite 2009). These tensions
between individuality, collectivity, and multipldentities are always bounded by the

contexts in which they are visible (Fowler 2004)ridl contexts are intersections of



direct individual and group engagement with matgyiand the physical remains of
individuals who engaged in social identity constiat (Knudson and Stojanowski
2009). The physical remains are as important asmtiterial culture in examining
identity. They are a record of lived lives. Physiaaicators of resource procurement,
overall health, disease exposure, and physicalictre directly or indirectly indicative
of social identities (White et al. 2009). Thel@piof individuals and groups to secure
nutritional resources is often tied to social idignSkeletal analysis can also identify
other quality of life issues such as disease expomud spread that have a relationship to
perceived identities and colonial context (Klaud &mnang 2009). Together skeletal
remains and material culture can be used to reaxarisind study the identities and
personas of persons in colonial contexts and tiegiations and negotiations they
engaged in.
Resear ch Problem

This project was created to study colonial engageetiieough individual
mortuary contexts. Burials are inherently a reftacof both individual identity and of
the choices of those that buried that person (Bihi®71); the agency of all those who
participated in mortuary practices is visible toyyag degrees. Saxe argued that
individuals might have many social personas andtitles that are negotiated in
mortuary practices (Saxe 1970). Individual burcds be viewed as reproductions of
cultural structures that are being constantly mediand changed to include individual
and group assertions and claims. Humans collegtavadi individually make themselves
(Kockelman 2007). To study these interactions thhotlne mortuary context it is

necessary to examine the ways in which personhdedtity, structure, agency, material



culture, and the physical body converge in colositlations. In this regard both
acculturation and World Systems Theory could bevetas null hypotheses since they
focus on unilateral or bilateral power dynamic$ieatthan structuration and hybridity.
The three burials included in this study represleatsocial personas, identities,
and physical remains of three individuals. Eacthete individuals was a person who
operated in particular social and cultural contextd was subject to the effects and
constraints of those contexts. Personhood is aa@anstate of flux and is a process of
ongoing attainment that does not necessarily etid d@ath, though death can
reconstitute or deconstitute a person through potoohis of mortuary practices (Fowler
2004). The three burials discussed here repréiserd very different Native American
individuals; a woman of indeterminate age who dietliveen 1853 and 1860 in Calumet
County, W1, a man of fifty plus years who was bdrie a mound in the middle of a lake
island in Vilas County, W1 in the early Zentury, and an infant with significant grave
goods buried in the same mound. The woman andamarchild are, based on
geographic and temporal distinctions, not fromgame group or community. They are
examples of individuals and communities who creatdatid and mutually
comprehensible (here | borrow from Richard Whitd&sa of the middle ground, White
1991) identities. They and the people who intethenin used their agency to consciously
and unconsciously create, affirm, maintain and gkeahe internal and external structures

that existed in colonial interactions at the tini¢heir lives and deaths.



Figure 1.1Map Showing approximate locations of Ran in Calumet Cq.WI and Rest Lak
in Vilas Co., WI.Rantoul is indicated wita red dot and Rest Lake withred and white dc

Three Field Approach

As stated previously, burials are always a commnatf tangble physical
materials, representations, and more intangibleoous and practices. Historical a
ethnograpic documentary evidence available with regards to the customs, bt
practices, health, and materiality of Native comitieg in 19" centuryWisconsit. This
material should be treated critically and cautig, but can provide useful observatic
of Native life and use of materials. Unfortunateigtive narratives of life durin
colonialism are less common, tare utilized when they do exist.

A threefield approach combining cultural theory, histoliaechaeology, an
physical anthropology is utilized in this stuThe body is a crucial concept, both
archaeological evidence and as a part of a langerpretive framework (Sofaer 20C

This holistic approach recognizes that the mathamans use and the actions that r



their bodies are always impacted by and impactceltA pipe stem groove on a tooth is
never merely the result of clenching teeth arousthall round pipe; there were specific
circumstances, choices, and actions that led tkisigpdeing an accepted habit, having
the required paraphernalia available, acquiringrit choosing (both on an individual
and collective scale) to smoke it. Such evidenfleats an embodied cultural practice. It
suggests the existence of a relationship betwegerialeand the individual, material and
the society, physical trade offs and physical oogomal gain, and more broadly,
structures and agencies that allowed its utilizatio

The physical remains and material culture of tiree burials discussed in the
proceeding chapters are viewed from this perspecifysical remains were studied to
build biological and pathological profiles, matdésiavere identified and placed in
categories, and documentary evidence helped cartieze these relationships.
Everything was studied through the relationshigtaicture and agency (based on
Gidden’s concept of structuration) to individuatlazollective actions and choices. Bruce
Trigger (Trigger 1980) argues that studies of Nafvchaeology are only meaningful if
these people are studied as subjects, not obféatsbining structuration with physical
anthropology and standard archaeological pracsieeway to center this analysis on
individuals and those who buried them as actors evhated and maintained their own

lives.



Chapter Two: Confronting I dentities-Structure, Agency, and the Mortuary
Record

Introduction

This analysis combines structuration and identigi®s with historical
archaeology, post colonialism, bioarchaeology, modtuary studies. It is critical to
examine the relationship between these paradigohstancture and agency, as well as
other possible applications of structure and agénegries in this type of individual
mortuary analysis. Doing so explores the suitabditstructuration theory to a
comprehensive study of the burials of colonial pess

Mortuary studies often include large-scale dismmssof organization, social
complexity and status for the purpose of sociabmstruction (O’Shea 1984). Individual
lives were not always a focus of early processt@iaeology or mortuary analysis,
something criticized by Shanks and TilleySocial Theory in Archaeology (1988).
Anthropology on an individual scale, especiallyanchaeological investigations, has
relevance far beyond the psychology and sociafith@individual. Carolyn White
points out that individuals, while still being resysible to the societal institutions and co-
present interactions with others, ultimately formogial matrix; studying individuals and
their roles can provide anthropologists with be¢tgiimations of multivocality (2009).
Individuality is closely tied to identity (Gidderd®91) and identity and social personas

are highly represented in the mortuary record (3&%®). As stated



previously, social personas expressed in the myrtgagord are negotiations of various
group interests and individual social identitieattrepresent both the individual and the
persons who buried them (Saxe 1970) in which mel&gencies and structures are
ultimately expressed within one context.

The presence of “European” manufactured items vdatems, and non-local
wampum in the burials included in this study suggésat the people represented in them
were not isolated products of resistance, isola@gaoulturation, or cultural stasis. These
items suggest that they were active participantslitural change that necessitated the
assertion of and adoption of multiple social peesoand identities. The concept of the
duality of structure and agency suggested by stratton is sensitive to the relationship
between agency and cultural reproduction and chandewill be used to examine the
evidence for individuality, identity, and cultur@ange in the burials of these
individuals. Before turning to structuration thedrys necessary to consider other social
theories that deal with reproduction and changeexagnine the aspects of structuration
that make it most suitable to this project.

Approachesto Structure and Agency in Social Reproduction

In Outline of a Theory of Practice Pierre Bourdieu argues that human action is

always a practical matter. Bourdieu’s practice thieexpands on the sociological concept
of habitus. To Bourdieu, habitus is the durabl@gypled system of regulated
improvisations that relate daily life to structuHabitus is historical; it is bound up in
received practices that reinforce structure andatitke same time defined by it

(Bourdieu 1977). Practice theory holds that prastiare homogenized by similar



conditions that allow the habitus to exist. Thesxfices, enacted by agents, transcend
objective intentions and define interaction (Boetdll977).

Bourdieu’s emphasis on agency as something ultisngteded by habitus is
problematic when analyzing culture contact intececaind the products of that
interaction. In Bourdieu’s version of practice theagency through tactics is
subordinate to structure instead of somethingdhattranscend and change it (De
Certeau 1984). Tactics are contained within hal{fangl Doxa) making practice theory
insensitive to the power of the interplay betweawhividual actors and the ways in which
this can ultimately impact structural transformatibh many culture contact scenarios,
including the colonial projects of the"-:@0" centuries, the structures are more usefully
studied as the product of interactions insteadwafysng interactions as the products of
structures. Those “on the ground” interacted insvdnat caused changes in colonial
policy and ultimately the social structures of arbaunded in time and space (Deagan
1990).

When discussing “on the ground” interaction, iigeful to consider the work of

De Certeau iThe Practice of Everyday Life. De Certeau is interested in the ways in

which people “make do” through operational schenaled tactics and strategies.
Strategies, as De Certeau defines them, are tbgnitions and definitions of power
relationships possible through isolated subjecth tinie will and power to act. Strategies
involve general plans and the ability to contrall dbank” power, usually in the form of
institutions. Tactics are used by the weak andaipan response to strategies as isolated

actions; they are defined by the absence of poldeiderteau 1984).
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De Certeau’s conception of tactics is not conghjesuccessful at balancing
individual and group autonomy with structure. Testare conceptualized in response to
strategies; they are defined as the “art of thekivfide Certeau 1984). Agents who
utilize tactics are not acting with true autonornmgtead, they are a product of the
imposition of structure. De Certeau’s account efiilationship between the Spanish
colonial authorities and indigenous peoples illatstthe problem with this particular
conception. He describes the ways in which thegeibus population related to Spanish
law as purely a result of Spanish power over theloject populations. By placing the
indigenous populations in a position of little povas people who are merely reacting
defensively to Spanish authority, he denies theagef these groups and individuals to
act within their best interests. He correctly claithat the indigenous people subverted
Spanish authority by integrating “imposed” lawsitheir own cultural systems (De
Certeau 1984). This subversion was both a consendsinconscious form of resistance;
it created space for people to operate and manevitresut completely renovating
existing cultural systems. However, he is trappgthle assumption that this was an
instance of assimilation into various structuresalhgues that this was a result of
imposed symbols being “manipulated by practitioveln® have not produced them” (De
Certeau 1984). Imposition and assimilation asefiies and subversion as a tactic do not
fully account for the myriad of responses of indiges populations to colonialism; these
strategies and tactics reduce the colonial prégeatseries of subjugations in which
respondent actors had no power. If that were dona@ policies would have remained

static over the four hundred years of Spanish calamntervention.
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Marshall Sahlins’ definitions of agency come clageaccounting for the effects
that the actions of individuals can have in relatio cultural reproduction, though he
fails to recognize the ability of individuals angeats to enact structural transformation,
to go from “micro” to “macro”. Instead, he sees gyeas something that is authorized
by structure without being opposed by it (Sahlii®4). He argues that systemic and
conjunctural agency each have a role in the forascauses of an event but that the
relationship between structure, agency, and coatiagis limiting to structural order
(Sahlins 2004). Contingencies are not determinesttugture, but structure determines
the outcome of the agents’ reaction to contingeants.

The strength of Sahlins’ argument in Apologies hudydidess his reliance on

context to study contingency and agency. The couddization of Fijian politics is
essential in understanding the role of agency &mdtsire in the contingent assassination
and subsequent state of Fijian politics. Withostdncal context structure becomes an
all-encompassing totalizing scheme insensitive irarinteraction and contingency; any
relationship of these events to larger culturakoid lost. As Sahlins says of the rivalry
and assassination of the Fijian royal familiesé fystem may have intensified their
contention to the point of murderous hatred, baotld not script who would kill whom”
(Sahlins 2004). He contends that while an eventattan cultural reproduction, its
outcome will always be structurally ordered (Sah2®04). This is only possible if the
individual actors are also structurally orderede#tves no room for any individual or
collective autonomy and argues for complete praditity, even in the face of contingent

circumstances.



12

Conceptualization of Structuration

Structure then, influences the practices and reptasons of lives of individuals
and the societies in which they participate. BoemgdDe Certeau, and Sahlins see agency
as an integral subject of structure that influermdture. This is problematic when the
actions of individuals are studied in relationtie targer structural order; the
representations of unitary action, choice, and cons and unconscious creation of
identity are obscured under these assumptionspiidject of reifying these
representations in the material record requiresahancy be acknowledged as equal to
structure. This is a cornerstone concept of Giddéesry of structuration. Structuration
involves the study of structure and agency as sgnakhich neither is the prime
motivator or praxis behind social reproduction ahdnge. In structuration, Giddens
reconceptualizes and almost equates the sociolaginaepts of “individuals” and
“society” as “agency” and “structure”. Giddens agguhat structure and agency are
typically set up as dualisms when it is more usefidtudy them as dualities that operate
in concert (1984). In this way, Giddens placesvittlials as actors with significant
power to affect outcomes (and therefore social gaamd reproduction) through action.
Instead of agency acting through received congraciency enacts the constructs and
provides individuals with more space to definettlogin identity (Giddens 1984).

Structure includes dimensions of signification, dieation, and legitimation that
depend on the ability of actors to use the two nsamponents of structure, rules and
resources. Giddens use of structure defines “ridad™resources” that are bound and
bind time-space in social systems and stabilizedlsystems (1984). Therefore, structure

is always bound by context. “Rules” are generalzabocedures of social interaction
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that can be constitutive, regulative, and/or halbita the enactment of reproduction of
practice (1984). Resources can be allocative ({wamstive capacity of material
phenomenon) or authoritative (ability to harnessin action) and are enacted in concert
with rules to form structures (Giddens 1984). Ithboases, allocative and authoritative
resources can only be used as the result of hugencyg;, someone(s) has to decide the
how, when, and why of resource exploitation and bmdo that by using rules. Structure
can never be independent of agency because bismded in the knowledgeable agency
of actors and as such is both constraining andlieigatisiddens 1984).
Agency in structuration theory is a very flexibhmlistic concept. Of agency,
Giddens writes:
Agency refers not to the intentions people haveaimg things but to their
capability of doing those things in the first pld@éich is why agency implies power: cf.
the Oxford English Dictionary definition of an agers “one who exerts power or produces
an effect”). Agency concerns events of which anviiddial is the perpetrator, in the sense
that the individual could, at any phase in a gisequence of conduct, have acted
differently. Whatever happened would not have hapgsf that individual had not
intervened. Action is a continuous process, a fiowyhich the reflexive monitoring which

the individual maintains is fundamental to the cohndf the body that actors ordinarily
sustain through their day-to-day lives (1984).

This view of agency and action incorporates boghitbended consequences and
unintended consequences of action, and leaves faotime importance of unintentional
actions. Here Giddens separates the “doings” affaoin the consequences of those acts.
He defines consequences as events dependent otoas bBehavior but not within an
agent’s power to make happen regardless of inl&&4). To guide actions, human
beings (as purposive agents) use reflexive monigasind continually monitor their own
actions and the actions of others (Giddens 198A)ctsire sometimes constrains agents,

but agents also have the capability to improvigianovate in ways to reshape structure
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(Sewell 1992). This conception of agency gives eggght to structure; agency is no
longer about whether a person makes something hapgeat one might have called a
victory over structure in more dichotomous discelitsut about the fact that a person
was there in the first place. To not acknowledge ltihoader conception of agency
disregards completely the existence of the indiaidii social life. It incorporates some
sensitivity into studying the myriad of ways in whiindividuals navigate and negotiate
social life and use their own social personas dedtities to do so (Gillespie 2001).
Giddens also addresses power relations betweevidndis and individuals and
intuitions through what he calls the “dialecticanintrol” (1984). He argues that even
though resources are mostly situated within thaiaeft the powerful there is a level of
dependence between those externally seen as “pdivanid “weak”. This dependence is
mutual and gives those who might be defined asrslifette back some resources to
influence those who more influentially wield resces and use rules (Giddens 1984).
Here he presents a counter argument to De Certeantept of the tactics of the weak.
De Certeau’s tactics argue that the resourcesidesl of the powerful cannot be
harnessed by the weak in ways that permanentiyantle the acquisition and
capitalization of power. The dialectic of contrslan important concept in studying
colonial interaction with the goal of avoiding agdeizing individuals and collectives into
dichotomies that favor one-dimensional narrativiesppression and deny individual and
collective agency. Some individuals that might ectively be labeled as oppressed
(especially with regard to indigenous populationd BEuropean colonialism) actually
prospered and used the dialectic of control to Kameously resist, prosper, and gain

social mobility that would not have been possibithwaditional rules and resources
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(one of the most effective descriptions of theseraction comes from literature;

Amadou Hampate Ba’s character of Wangrin in Theéufms of Wangrinis supposed to

embody these interactions).

These smaller interactions are what sociologista tenicro” interactions.
Giddens argues against these because much liktisriand agency they create a false
dichotomy that obscures the reality of social {(Beddens 1984). Social integration
happens when individuals interact through co-presémways that are influenced by the
systems they participate in (Giddens 1984). Thmagch argues that systems are
reproduced by this interaction in a way that alntbstates the terms of the co-presence;
it is an inconsistent argument with his concepduxlities (Mouzelis 1997). It is Giddens
attempt to reconcile the micro-macro gap in sogaal sciences without falling into the
trap of either micro or macro chauvinism.

Unfortunately, Giddens conception of social andesysintegration does not
address instances when social integration canenfle systems. As part of structuration
theory social and system integration needs to beafy influential. Social integration,
or many small interactions, can have a signifiedfect on larger systems. Kathleen
Deagan notes this in her discussion of marriagetiges between Spanish colonists and
Florida Natives in early Spanish Florida (Deega@@?9In this case marriage practices
between Indigenous peoples and Spanish Floridiams$ through several cycles of social
and political taboo contrasted with approval andoemmagement. Marriages were initially
approved only after other overtures in alliancerfation failed, and the later disapproval
of the Spanish government of intermarriage was aftr the unprecedented success of

alliance making (due to the new familial connecsioh the Spanish and Indigenous
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people). The interactions of individuals ultimatehanged colonial policy. If the
Indigenous people had acted against their Spapmisges instead of forming hybrid
practices marriage would have been abandoned inatedgias a colonial policy.
Likewise, if the earlier attempts at alliance haet successful, the Spanish would have
had no reason to encourage intermarriage. The @plprad disapproval of colonial
officials was a secondary reaction to the indivicacions of those people.
Agency and Structurein Archaeology

Any study of the human past must include some qunedization of agency;
archaeological representations of past actioneaadts implicitly represent the actions
of human agents (Robb 2010). The archaeologicdeeze for human practice,
structures, relations, cosmology, and materialiég \wreated by purposeful actors who
engaged with each other, the landscape, and mateltare to form social ties and larger
culture. Applications of structuration to archagpbal studies are widespread;
archaeologists have used structuration to studyslzape, production, colonialism, and
mortuary ritual. Joyce and Lopiparo (2005) argue Htructuration is useful in examining
historically situated repeated practices visibléhiem archaeological record. They apply
structuration theory to studies of ceramics frontel@lassic period Honduras. They
stipulate that the micro traditions visible in athese repetitive patterns of ceramic
production are the result of “knowledgeable persaitls particular dispositions towards
actions” (Joyce and Lopiparo 2005). Arnold (2004¢s1a similar conceptual approach in
her examination of the use of agency in the moytaacthaeology of Iron Age Celtic
burials. She argues that burial practices andlgtwere largely rigid among these elites

with widespread archaeologically visible commonmedit However, there are what she
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terms “non-normative” inclusions in some burialattmight be evidence of individual
preference and choice, deviations from standarepest that signal visible agency (Arnld
2001).

Structuration has also been used in studies otataidn and domestic sites. Ferris
(2009) uses structuration as a conceptual frameWonknderstanding what is termed
“Native Lived” colonialism in Ontario. He arguesattstructuration is useful in
examining the social material dimensions of “livgée’ by emphasizing the mulitscalar
dimensions of material culture and those that edeand used it (Ferris 2009). Pauketat
and Alt (2005) discuss the application of agen@&ptles to archaeological studies of
physicality and construction by examining postmoldsey argue that the creation of
postmolds constitutes moments where agents creageical worlds from both inscribed
practices and agential adaptation to landscapesamythg social needs (Pauketat and
Alt 2005).

Structuration and Post Colonial Studies

Before the introduction of postcolonial studies literature on colonialism often
dichotomized those operating within the colonialject as either “colonized” or
“colonizer” (Patterson 2008). This dichotomy wasgwently used in conjunction with
another dichotomy, “oppressor” and “oppressediyimich the power was always located
with the colonizers. Edward Said has been critetioe this approach in his book
Orientalism, which still remains a foundational volume of mmdonial theory (Mongia
1996). The reactionary psychological studies ofdraglso contributed to late
colonial/early postcolonial literature in which tbppressed/oppressor language was

solidified in colonial studies (Fanon 1963, 196IMis concept is still often used despite
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Homi Bhaba’s concept of hybridity and a growing bad research from colonial
scholars that focuses on collaboration, resistaanue participation of the “oppressed”.

Structuration is useful in arguing against thig sddichotomy. In many ways the
problematic dichotomy between “structure” and “agéras separate unequal forms of
social analysis is amplified when scholars equalental practice as a Foucauldian
structural, top-down endeavor where most of thegyomas located within a few
institutions. It reduces agents to individuals aallectives that passively accepted the
policies, symbolic representations, and rules tdraal powers (Ferris 2009:21) while
discounting the huge range of individual motivasi@md actions that defined the
interaction of everyone involved in the coloniabject. Instead, colonial encounters
should be seen as a constant stream of interaa¢ioveen individuals using economic,
political, and social resources to negotiate edary life in the face of acute and chronic
culture contact. Using structuration the structuriesolonial situations can be studied as
contextually bound and influenced by agential axctithe reservations, removals,
conversions, marriages, and alliances were thdtsesfuagents (both individual and
collective) attempting to integrate new rules agsburces into existing structures.
Agents also are charged with reproducing and cimgngfructures to deal with an influx
of new information while being conservative withgorpractices.

One of the central notions of postcolonial studieg respects agency is

hybridity. Hybridity was described by Homi BhablmaTlhe Location of Culture as a
mutual construction of culture created in a “thsphce” where the colonizers and
colonized were interdependent. In this third spadture is seen as a much more fluid

process that was created and shared by agents ergubte act in ways that negotiated
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various identities (Bhaba 1994). Culture is seesaamsething constituted by a series of
encounters between individuals and collective gsahat cannot only temporarily
disrupt the social fabric but can create somethimg (Fahlander 2007).

The hybridity model and structuration augment eatbtler in colonial studies;
structuration holds that cultural reproductionhis butcome of agents using rules and
resources (structures) to recreate, reinterpréetyaciaim the social fabric. Hybridity
explains how interaction and co-presence lead ¢@bkohanges that have elements of
previous structures but yet function in entirelywgays. Structuration, in turn, provides
a mechanism for the negotiation and assertioneofribltiple identities and personas
required in the hybridity model. Agents, in negbtig every day life, create identities
and personas that can function in concert withmbeified and new structures by
reflexively monitoring situations of culture contamd acting in ways that are consistent
with their goals. This agency can be personal dsagecollective; groups can also
reflexively monitor encounters and negotiate spgaagerate through mutual
constructions with other groups and individuals.

Collective agency is not something that Gidderdreskes fully in his theory of
structuration. William Sewell’s expansion of Giddaefinition of agency is useful here.

On agency he says:

Agency entails an ability to coordinate one’s atsiovith others and against others, to
form collective projects, to persuade, to coeroé, t@ monitor the simultaneous effects
of one’s own and others’ activities. (Sewell 1922).

Colonial interactions are far more nuanced and meéu if agency is both personal and
collective. Collective agency can be used to stualy various symbolic, religious, class,
and gender constructions affect identity constanc{Dornan 2002). Hybridity should be

seen as a crucial portion of these larger grougtcoctions though there is some danger
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in homogenizing collective agency by simply desaglt as “hybrid”. Hybridity
should be used to acknowledge the mutual dependéromlectives without denying the
individuals that create those collectives. Acknalgieg that collective agency and
individual agency act in both concert and conictrucial in examining expressions of
personhood and identity; as previously statedntbguary record is a combination of
individual and collective identities created thrbuagency.
Structuration, I dentity, and Personhood

Identity is culturally, contextually situated imte and space (White 2009) and as
such is part of the structuration of everyday IEddens argues that time-space
intersection is part of context and that soci& iff constructed within it (1984) and
identity/persona is something that is constructesbicial life both by individuals and
broader culture (White 2009). This construct ohiaty fits with Bhaba’'s suggestion that
identity should also be viewed as a discursiveaegsathat is created and recreated as part
of the hybrid nature of colonial interactions (Bhal994). In these ways, identity is
continually defined, modified, and redefined by mtgeas they move through time-space
based social interactions. When identity is createdl maintained in this way it is not the
result of only personal agency; it is also the Itesfuthe agency of others involved in the
social interactions and defines an individual ath lzoperson and a member of one or
more groups (White 2009). This is done through tggkahavior and the intended and
unintended actions and consequences that rel#te teehavior expressed during co-
presence. Individuals’ behavior asserts their oamception of self administered
identities and influences the ways in which otimelividuals and groups define them and

recognize them.
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A key aspect of identity is the idea of personhdaidtinctive forms of
personhood are often negotiated as part of langeegses in defining identity and are an
ongoing attainment (Fowler 2004). Personhood isesbimg that can exist after death,
making it an important consideration in the stuflindividual burials. Chris Fowler
argues that mortuary practice can mark importgoecets of personhood; the treatment of
the body and the material chosen to accompanythieidual into death are markers of
identity but can also describe the status of thevidual as a person or as someone who
was seen as a person by those left behind (FoW&4)2The structuration of personhood
follows closely with that of identity. Personhoada production that is never static and
always contextual (Fowler 2004). Personhood isalt®f co-presence and interaction
between the agency of individuals and the rulesutitire.

An oft-cited example of the relationship betweemcesence, rules, and
personhood in the archaeological record is the mepeesentation of infants and children
in mortuary contexts. Infants and children mayl®found in cemeteries that are
otherwise representative of a population, leadomgesarchaeologists to suggest that they
have not yet attained personhood or social idestitiithin a culture at the time of death
(Gilchrist 2007). If personhood is authored andraef by both individual assertion and
interaction (Fowler 2004), it can also be deniedHmse who participate in co-present
situations like mortuary rituals based on the $tnat rules they employ. This
structuration of mortuary ritual re-asserts an intgoat aspect of mortuary practice;
burials are both a result of the individuals whe and those who bury them and those
who participate in a burial can deny or manipuf@esonhood depending on an

individual's status in life (O’'Shea 1984, Brown 19Baxe 1970).
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Structuration in Mortuary Studies

Mortuary study has always been concerned withnevidual in some way.
Lewis Binford argued that the social compositiortha unit ascribing status to an
individual was important, but he also recognizeat the social persona of the deceased
was equally important in studying the mortuary reld@inford 1971, Chapman 2003).
Saxe also proposed that mortuary practices shaukitbated in the context of social life;
Christopher Peebles followed this proposition asidiea his belief that individual status
and treatment in life would be reflected by a ddf#ial treatment in death (Peebles
1971, Chapman 2003).

These earlier studies in mortuary archaeology esiped that mortuary treatment
was not the same for every person buried. Patteulsl be discerned, and there is a
certain “top-down” feeling to many of these studiast they did connect daily life with
treatment in death. Later studies of burials (ading with the proposition of
postprocessual archaeology) focused on a morefaudted concept of identity and the
intersection between the individual and larger etyc{Buikstra and Scott 2009). The
focus on the relationship between individuals dredrtsocietal contexts has encouraged
the development of identity studies that emphatsizeagency of the individual who was

buried and those that participated in the buriatpss. IrBioarchaeology and Identity in

the Americas Knudson and Stojanowski summarize the current gbtile study of

identity in mortuary and bioarchaeology:

Rather, we define identities research as not about who people were or where they or
their ancestors came from but about who they thought they were, how they advertised
this identity to others, how others perceived it, and the resulting repercussions of the
matrix of interpersonal and intersocietal relationships (2009:5)



23

This description of identity is similar to Giddert®incept of agency and identity
assertion through reflexive monitoring. There dse aimilarities in definitions of
personhood. Both individuals and collectives asseidentity through agency and these
identity assertions, since they were a large datiesocial life of the individual, are
reflected in the mortuary record. Perceived idexgiand personhood are reflected in the
mortuary record because ultimately, those thatgreed an individual in life were most
likely responsible for deciding how the individwahs buried and what was buried with
them. This assumption does not discount individggncy; both the material record of
the burial and the human remains are reflectivieotti. The items buried with the
individual could be a reflection of the status thatson achieved during life; they could
be items he or she purchased, used, and/or neBldesk items could have been acquired
because of structural constraints or through ttadkemg properties of structure. The
bioarchaeological record is similarly influenced@ease evidence of disease, trauma and
geographic movement from birth to death are aleotifve of personal and collective
agency and the use of rules and resources to gatdm. In addition, while biological
sex does not necessarily equate gender and bialage does not necessarily equate
social age, both can be important in studies aviddal lives, identity, and personhood.
Concluding Remarks: Structuration and Colonialism

Dichotomies of “oppressor” and “oppressed” and 6oater” and “colonized”
reinforce a scheme of interaction in which recegvimdividuals had little power to resist,
collaborate, and actively participate in theseeyst The structuration of these
interactions suggests that a different approadtudies of culture contact and European

colonialism would be more effective. The power #melprocesses by which individuals
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acquired and consumed material goods, symbolicjrestidutional rules are more
meaningfully explained by recognizing the dialecicontrol between individuals and
institutions. This dialectic of control exists basa structure both constrains and enables
agents. Agents use reflexive monitoring to conggarinterpret rules and resources
during co-presence; this then provides a type dirgpthat helps them to act.

These actions give all individuals some autonoongdt within colonial systems
in ways that restructure and create new systeneselfystems are hybrid; they are
coherent to all the participants without being “@dhby anyone. They are formed
through historically informed rules and structuagesl they ways in which people use
reflexive monitory to deal with the contingencid¢gracteristic of culture contact (Ferris
2009). Individuals operating as part of a hybridteyn require fluidity and flexibility in
order to maintain and renegotiate identities and@®as needed to operate in these
hybrid systems. The structuration of identity ifieel as part of the constant adaption of
rules and resources and the reflexive monitorihgiant in hybrid systems. Identity is
situated in co-presence; both individuals and $gpclefine, redefine, and assert identities
and social personas. Behavior and the intendediaimtended consequences of that
behavior help to define personal and collectivaniies. The ability to be a
knowledgeable agent also impacts an individuagustas a person. Personhood and
identity are both expressed and negotiated duergresence and require some power to
use rules and resources (structures) as part aliatectic of control.

Multiple identities are expressed in the mortuagord. Burials are not just a
product of large scale social ritual (Buikstra &ubtt 2009) but are representative of the

identities asserted by an individual, identitiesrded to the individual, larger symbolic
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life, and “lived” life. Colonial identities were ogtructed and continually changed
through agential use of rules and resource in eggurce. Co-presence situations create
hybridity and necessitate the creation of idergiaiad social personas to operate in
hybrid systems. These identities, the ways theywasserted, the processes that created
them, and the structures that encouraged theneatl to be taken into account when
studying the colonial mortuary record. Colonialigtimately describes a multiplicity of
experiences of individuals and groups who werehoatogenous (Gullapalli 2008) and
any theory used to examine people who were parlohial projects needs to be
sensitive to this. Structuration can be used tdagxmow both individual and group
actions were influenced by structures and how tlagtiens in turn influenced and
reproduced structures through agency. The struataraf hybridity and identity is
reflected in the structuration of mortuary behavidre burials of the individuals
described in this study are the result of how thedwiduals lived as part of colonialism;
these people were not the product of colonial entaya but drove the system that is

visible in the historic record.
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Chapter Three: Context and History of the Milwaukee Public Museum
Burials

The burials included in this study are separatetaied in distinct geographic and
historical contexts. Constructing context is a sgeey part of interpretation;
contextualizing persons, situations, and mateliaate those interactions and allow for
discussions of meaning (Beaudry et al. 1996). Tit@s\Co. and Rantoul burials are the
products of individuals and groups that experierma@dnial interaction in different ways,
based on their actions, gender, ethnic memberleiptiity (whether imposed or
individually defined), and the events that occumedng their lives. Any discussion of
their lives, identities, personas, or assertionsaemplete without first examining the
various structures, events, contacts and settivaddtiey worked and lived with.
Vilas Co. Burials

Description and History of the Vilas Co. Burials

J. Albright of the Wisconsin Archaeological Sogiand H.F. Jahn (reported as
the Vice President of the First National Bank imnkvood) excavated a burial mound on
Fox Island on June 371902. They reported their findings in the Octob@®2 edition of
theWisconsin Archaeologist (Albright 1902), including a description of theufomounds
on Fox Island and the burials themselves. Albrgiates that human skeletal remains and
pieces of birchbark were exposed and scatterdtedidse of the mound. He reports that
they opened a trench three feet from the sumnthe@mound where a tin bucket was
protruding outward (Albright 1902). His descriptiohthe contents of the burials

follows:
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“About 3 feet below the top of the bank and imbedded in the same, opening
outward, was found a much rusted tin bucked containing a silver tablespoon and
a granulated substance, probably some food preparation. About 6 inches to the
left of (t)his deposit, we exposed to view a human cranium. Above and below it in
the sand, were found indications of the birchbark wrappings employed in its
interment, and a few inches to its right, a hexagonal spectacle glass, a hammer
stone and an iron hatchet of the well known trade type with a much rotted
portion of the wooden handle still fitted into the eye. Beginning about 6 feet to the
east of the skull and working toward it, we inserted the spade to begin the
excavation of the skeleton, and with the first spadeful of sand secured a second
iron hatchet of the same pattern as that before mentioned. After removing the
earth a depth of about 3 ¥ feet, the birchbark wrappings were brought to view
and within them the skeleton. From beneath the bones of the left hand were
obtained a rudely carved and ornamented stone pipe of the Micmac type and four
gunflints and beneath the bones of the right hand a badly rusted steel knife.

A few feet to the south and at a depth of about 4 feet below the top of the
mound, encased in birchbark wrappings were found the bones of an infant of
which only the frontal bone of the skull was well preserved.

Within the wrappings were found a pair of German silver bracelets,
brooch, and a part of a necklace of the style affected by Wisconsin Indians, a
quantity of small glass beads, a fragment of a comb, a small circular looking glass,
a knife handle, several flint chips and a china saucer. On the left side of the skull
and in contact with it was found a badly rusted one quart tin bucket, having
within it a small tin cup. In the bottom of this cup was a chocolate-brown
substance, presumably some food preparation”

Unfortunately, not every item listed in Albright'sport is held in the MPM collections
(for a full accounting of items presently assodateth the burials see Appendix A).
Albright’s son donated many items from the burtalshe museum in the 1940s, though
Albright stated in his initial report in the Wiscgin Archaeologist that the materials had
all been deposited at MPM soon after the excavdidioright 1902). Museum records
indicate that some items from the burials also dngein the archaeology section of the
Wisconsin State Historical Society; these itemsewater deaccessioned to MPM.
According to internal museum communications alihaf items used in this analysis that
were not originally deposited at MPM were proveneshby J. Albright before the
donation.

The NAGRPA inventory of the Vilas Co. Burials deténed that they were most

likely historic Ojibwe burials from the late 18- early 1 centuries. This study, based
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on an analysis of the materials and documents a$sdavith historically known Ojibwe
settlements in the Vilas. Co. area, concurs thtt barials were most likely the result of
Ojibwe mortuary practices. However, analysis sutggaslightly later date for the
deposits based on the known styles of materialigulisee chapter five, this volume).
The burials are currently held at MPM and haveb®ean the subject of any other
published analyses.

Geographic Setting

The Vilas Co. Burial was excavated from the FoxnPbiistoric Mound Site (47-
VI-0007). This site is located on the western shafrFox Island in Rest Lake in the
Manitowish Waters vicinity. J. Albright originallyeported on the site in 1902 as a series
of four conical or oval mounds of mostly sandy smVered in underbrush and small pine
trees (Albright 1902). This area was revisited it 1992 and 1994 but archaeologists
were unable to locate the described mounds andndieted that a mound like feature on
the western shore of the island was natural (Bokéeat. 1994)Albright notes in his
1902 description of the island that Rest Lake waa#he time, heavily impacted by
logging and subsequent damning operations andhisatvas causing significant erosion
around the shores of the island and to the mouhitisight 1902). Descriptions of early
Ojibwe burial practices might also shed some lmhthe inability of archaeologists to
relocate the mounds; these descriptions stateljiawe were often wrapped in
birchbark or the halves of a canoe and buried iy shallow mounds (Winchell 1911).
The erosion noted by Albright combined with a la¢knound height might mean that

those features are long gone.
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Rest Lake is part of the Manitowish Rivers drainagritary. The Public Land
Survey System Interior Field Notes from the 186&/ey note Western Pine, Birch,
Aspen, and Hazel Bush undergrowth surroundingdke &nd island and soil considered
second and third rate (Norris 1862). Norris (18&2p notes the presence of bears and
moose and the difficulty of surveying an area diing surfaces, marshes, swamps, and
creeks. The abundance of waterways, marshesakas in the area was especially
important to the native occupants during the pratact and fur trade era; it provided the
Ojibwe and Dakota who frequented and lived in NemthwWisconsin access to rich rice
harvesting areas, wild game and their desirabler@adble pelts, and waterways used to
connect villages (Redix 2014).

Indigenous Presence in Northern Wisconsin in tH'éCLé)nturv

The Ojibwe inhabited parts of present-day northéfisconsin (including the
vicinity of Rest Lake in Vilas Co.), the upper pesula of Michigan, and the Lake
Superior shores of Minnesota and Ontario, Canadlzeii8’ and 18' centuries (Tanner
1987). Ojibwe subsistence strategies combined traiie rice harvesting, medium and
large game hunting, fishing, and waterfowl, thoaghess to ricing areas was considered
a primary survival strategy (Redix 2014). Ojibweggagement in the fur trade began in
the mid 17" century when Lake Superior bands encountered Rrexglorers and Jesuit
missionaries (White 1991, Schenck 2012). The (gilmwgaged in trade, political
negotiation, and exchange of religious ideas wWithFrench, British, and Americans over
the next three hundred years (for a summationgbnral Indigenous practices during the

French, British, and American fur epochs see Wi@1).
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Recent scholarship suggests that Ojibwe participan the fur trade was not the
result of a high degree of acculturation and imgpasiof colonial authority (either on the
part of the French, British, or Americans) (Reddd2). Ojibwe autonomy in Northern
Wisconsin and the Lake Superior region persistetdégond the Treaty of Ghent and the
beginnings of settler encroachment into Native saBfuce White argues that the Lake
Superior fur trade operated from within Ojibwe s@tonomic contexts and that the
manipulation and adoption of hybrid social persceras identities was necessary for all
parties to gain traction in this created systemi(@/h987). This runs contrary to Richard
White’s argument that the Middle Ground did notsexfter the turn of the nineteenth
century.

The U.S. Government began to assert its presuntadréy over Ojibwe
communities with the treaties of 1825 and 1826. Tieaty of Prairie Du Chien in 1825
set boundaries between the various Native tribesnseibly as an exercise in
peacemaking. Problems with representation actudllmed Dakota-Ojibwe tensions
when the Dakota were assigned boundaries well nvithibwe territory (Redix 2014).
Eventually, the Ojibwe ceded their land holdingS\irsconsin and the Upper Peninsula
of Michigan to the United States Government inrgeseof three treaties in the years of
1837, 1842, and 1854. The 1837 treaty ceded timdpets to the U.S. Government and
private lumber enterprise soon moved through NontNéisconsin (Redix 2014). The
1854 Treaty of LaPointe treaty created the LacldmbBeau, Lac Courte Oreilles, Bad
River, and Red CIiff reservations within former ljie territorial holdings in Wisconsin,

as well as reservations in Upper Michigan and Mawota& (Treaty of La Pointe,
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September 30, 1854, 10 Stat. 1109). In additias,ttbaty provided land grants for the
Metis who also inhabited the region.

Treaties between Indigenous people and the UnitaeSoften included
annuities of cash, food, farming equipment, an@@gents for training in assimilatory
practices. The 1854 treaty set aside $5,000 in, &&000 if household goods, $3,000 in
cattle and agricultural supplies, $3,000 for edioca purposes, and promised to pay of
$90,000 in debt the tribes owed to traders. Intamidithe treaty promised to send a
blacksmith and farmers to train Native people ivifized” pursuits (Treaty of La Pointe,
September 30, 1854, 10 Stat. 1109).

Missionary work amongst the Ojibwe also certairdats mention; both Jesuit
and later protestant groups established missiokBchilimackinac, Madeleine Island,
Sault St. Marie, Green Bay, and countless oth&esuit missionizing activity was not
entirely successful and was often rejected outrglafforded very few converts (Delage
and Tanner 1994). Conversion was a complicatedepsyscholars argue that Native
Americans approached and understood religious cbditferently than the Jesuit
missionaries (Bilodeau 2001). The recently pulglisjournals of Edmund F. Ely of his
work with the Ojibwe from 1833-1849 (Schenck 204@¢ak to deep conflicts between
Christianity and traditional Ojibwe religions thaére pervasive far after the heyday of
Jesuit mission activities. In the journals Ely déses Native participation in both
Christian and Ojibwe spiritual and religious praet and expresses frustration at never
feeling as though he had thoroughly converted aay&chenck 2012). This integration

of Christian and Ojibwe beliefs is a strong argubhfenthe existence of hybrid systems
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and identities amongst individuals and groups itbg culture during the nineteenth
century.
Rantoul Burial

Description and History of the Rantoul Burial

The Rantoul Burial is referred to as “Rantoul Woriarthe various museum
documents and NAGPRA notification, and will be re¢e to as such in this study for the
purpose of consistency. This history of this buaiadl its relationship to the Milwaukee
Public Museum is complex and often contradictory.

Henry Hayssen collected the Rantoul Woman in Sep¢erof 1877 from the farm
of John Berg in Rantoul, WI. Hayssen was a physiaiad businessmen from near by
New Holstein who was well known as a collector aatluralist (Kletzien 1991). The
nature of Hayssen'’s collecting practices is a mattsome debate, but it is clear from
the Rantoul burial that he was selective in theemathe took from graves. In the case of
this burial the majority of the skeletal elementere/not recovered. The contents of the
Rantoul Woman burial held at MPM should not be telite a complete representation of
her burial, as this selectivity might have extenttethe material culture. The museum

purchased the contents of the burial from Hayssei897.
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Figure 3.1 Photo of Henry Hayssen used with peionssom the New Holstein
Historical Society

The total contents of the burial held at MPM carvigeved in Appendix A.
Skeletal elements include the right ulna and radiitis the intact fragments of a blouse
sleeve, portions of the right and left hand, aralléfit occipital condyle of the skull. The
skull was evidently donated to the museum intadi883, but it could not be relocated
for the 1998 NAGPRA inventory or this study. Tharrand part of the scalp still exists
and is included in the collection, as well as destied tissue from ears. The grave also
included ornamental tinkling cones, German silv@obhes, thimbles, coins, thousands
of seed and octagonal beads, a picture frame, patk®r, pieces of a petticoat, a kaolin
pipe, matches, beaded charm bags, toy china teapatauces, and other personal items.

The original museum NAGPRA inventory listed thelable burial date as 1850
to 1866, however this was partially based on aoriect attribution of the grave to a

reported archaeological site nearby (47-CT-38 bst@w). New analysis of the material
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culture and documents dates the burial as betw@e® dnd 1856 (see Chapters Four and
Five).

Geographic Setting

The Rantoul Woman was collected from the Rantawiship sometime in
1873. Rantoul Township is located in central Witn within the Eastern Ridges and
Lowlands region. The most significant geographatdee in the area is Lake Winnebago
approx. ten miles to the west. Lake Winnebago is gfahe Fox-Wolf River drainage
basin. It has a surface area of 206 square milkssahe largest inland lake in the state of
Wisconsin (WIS DNR).

The land was surveyed in 1840 as part of the &di@nd survey of Wisconsin.
The original survey notes mention two brooks witthBMaple, Oak, and White and
Black Ash trees in section 16 (Bannister 1840). Simveyor, John Bannister, described

the land as first rate (Bannister 1840).

NAGPRA Affiliation and Site Attribution: Pottawatam Menominee, or Stockbridge?

Current museum records, ASI database recordghandotice of Inventory
Completion of the burial attribute it to the Rie@®#metery (47-CT-38), a known
Pottawatomie cemetery near Rantoul, WI first regabrh 1908 (Notice of Inventory
Completion: Federal Register: May 3, 2001 VolumgMN&mber 86).This is inconsistent
with the original information obtained from Hayssehen the museum purchased the
burial and required further investigation. Haysekarly stated that the Rantoul Woman
burial came from the farm of a J.Berg in Rantoul,Wken he sold the contents of the

burial to the Milwaukee Public Museum. There isimaication in the museum’s original
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records that he described the burial as being adedd¢o any known Pottawatomie
cemetery or from any other property.

The connection between the Riedel Cemetery anBamtoul Woman first
appears during the paperwork created during theeom's required NAGPRA
inventory. The folder contains a Wisconsin ArcHagist article written by Louis Falge
on Native American burials in Manitowoc and Calur@eunties (Falge 1915). The

article includes a description of the Riedel cemetleat follows:

56. Riedel Cemetery. On the farm of August Riedel

(SE} of NE. i of Section 28) about 3| miles northwest of
the Forks, was an Indian burying ground. When the family
moved on this land, in 1866, there were seven graves each
covered with bark. One day while the family were at
church, a well known collector from New Holstein with

a force of men dug up the graves and rifled them of their
contents.

In the margins of the museum’s copy someone haitiewrinot J.Berg...... but?”. This
seems to be the origin of the attribution of th@tRal Woman to the Riedel cemetery.

The “well known collector” is almost certainly HgrHayssen. Area residents
were very aware of Hayssen’s interests and cafigdactivities (Kletzien 1991). His
collections were extensive and exhibited as patti@fArchaeology Section of World’s
Columbian Exhibition in Chicago in 1893 (The Of&itDirectory of the World’s
Columbian Exposition, 1893l seems that this was the end of the museums
investigations into the matter, and the ASI recadd NAGRPA inventory reflect the
decision that the “Rantoul Woman” must be connetdetie Riedel Cemetery.

This discounts Hayssen'’s original claim that tren®ul Woman came from the
farm of J. Berg in the 1877. It is certainly plds that Hayssen was active and

collected from multiple sites in the Rantoul areainny the 1860s and 1870s. Rantoul is
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located approx. twenty miles north of New Holstend it is possible that Hayssen knew
the area and people well enough to frequently cbtleeir based on local
communications and finds. The specificity of higiel that the remains came from the
Berg property are somewhat bolstered by the mussamhaeology catalogs. In the
records Hayssen is specific about the locatiorewéral sites where he collected items. A
review of the tax and census records show thaha Berg was present in Rantoul, WI
from 1869 until his death in 1889, at which time tAnd passed to his son, also John
Berg.Berg owned the NW ¥ and SW Y4 of the SE ¥4 of sedttaf Rantoul Township
(T 19N R 20E) according to the tax rolls (1869 RahiT ownship, Calumet County tax
rolls). The Riedel property was located approx. two mitsglsin section 28 of Rantoul
Township. August Riedel first appears on the tosxrolls in 1867 (1867 Rantoul
Township, Calumet County tax rolls). The Berg prbp&as vacant until purchased by
John Berg. Town tax records show that the landdeaggnated as a potential school site
and held by the state from 1856 (the first yeaesaxere collected for the township) until
1869 (1856-1869 Rantoul Township, Calumet Countyr¢dis).

The documentary evidence suggests that the Ravtoman originated on the
Berg farm, not the Riedel Cemetery, and that theiAfBrmation is incorrect. This calls
into question the NAGPRA affiliation with the Potatemie, since the only connection to
the historic Potawatomie was through the Riedel €em. The Potawatomie were
present in Southeastern and central Wisconsingrednly to mid nineteenth century, but
were far less so after the final Potawatomie laggbions (Sasso and Joyce 2006). The
1833 Treaty of Chicago saw the Potawatomie cedaradls on the western shore of Lake

Michigan and most were forcibly relocated as pathe Jacksonian removal policies
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(Tanner 1987). The removals were delayed until71B&38 when most Potawatomie
were removed to the west; Sasso and Joyce notadhatl Potawatomie left Wisconsin
and some (referred to as the “strolling Potawat®ymemained in the Northern part of
Wisconsin and occasionally moved into southern ¥Asm to winter (Sasso and Joyce
2006).

It is more likely that the Rantoul Woman was Memoee or possibly
Stockbridge. Rantoul is located in known former Menee territory near the Lake
Winnebago Stockbridge reservation. There was a kndenominee presence on Lake
Winnebago in the late eighteenth and early nin¢teeenturies (Tanner 1987). The
Menominee were heavily involved in the fur tradeha early nineteenth century; the
American Government established a fur trade at &geBmodern day Green Bay) in
1815 and immediately made contact with local Memmaileaders (Keesing 1987). By
this time the Menominee were deeply entrenchedencéh and British fur trade
practices; Menominee women often married tradedstla®@ American government

struggled to form relationships with the bands @eg 1987).
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Figure 3.2 Map of Indigenous settlements includimgOjibwe, Menominee, and Potawatomie c.
1830 adapted from Tanner 1987
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The land surrounding Lake Winnebago was subjeatderies of treaties and
negotiations between the US Government, Menomiae Stockbridge and
Brothertown Natives between 1820 and 1831 (BecRR0rhe New York tribes wished
to remove to the Green Bay area following a sesfescroachments and conflicts with
American settlers. In 1821 the Menominee and HorRlaigned a treaty selling a large
swath of land bordered by the Fox River and LakeW¥bago to the New York tribes.
The treaty was immediately controversial; only pnacipal Menominee chief was
present and the Menominee did not recognize thernegy of the agreement (Beck
2002). Subsequent treaties in 1822 and 1827 feoleesolve the issue. Treaties in 1831
and 1832 resolved the situation and allowed acréagbe New York Indians on the
eastern shore of Lake Winnebago. The Menomineecalded the western shore of Lake
Michigan but remained in the area. The 1831 traatyh like the 1854 Ojibwe treaty,
provided the Menominee with a blacksmith, farmgrgst and saw mills on the Fox
River, agricultural equipment, and women to tedxehNenominee women housewife
skills, as well as reserving hunting and fishirghts (Treaty of Washington, 1831,

7 Stat. 342).

More aggressive attempts at removal from the aedaden Lake Michigan and
Lake Winnebago commenced in 1848. In 1848 the Memeensigned the Treaty of Lake
Poygan. This treaty required them to give up aaintio their Wisconsin lands and
move to a reservation in Minnesota after a two-yggace period (Keegan 1939).
Newspaper articles from Chilton and Manitowoc neagsg's in the early 1850s mention

agreements between in Menominee and federal gowsrntimat allowed the Menominee
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to remain in Wisconsin after 1850 (The Weekly Wissia, Wed, Aug 6. 1851). Most
Menominee moved to their current reservation onMudf River near Shawano, W1 in
1852 after successfully lobbying against removad&ing 1987). Despite the mass move
north, there is evidence of Menominee presencemtral Wisconsin post the 1852
removal. A Berlin Messenger article from Dec"1%5852 reads:

The Menominee Indians, or at least a large number of them,
have returned to this region and are again prowling about here
among us. A large sum of money, we believe $25000, was
appropriated to pay the expenses of removing them-a few
weeks ago they were removed, but now they are here again,
evidently with the intention to remain as long as they please -
Berlin (Marquette Co.) Messenger, 7t inst.

Accounts from Manitowoc and Chilton newspapers atemtion the movement of
Native people through the area after removal tae¢kervation. This establishes
Menominee presence near Rantoul around the tirtteedRantoul Woman burial.

The Stockbridge also continued to live in the atleaigh land speculators
acquired much of the former Stockbridge reservatiear Lake Winnebago after the Act
of 1843 (Oberly 2005). The 1843 Act of Congress\tgd the Stockbridge U.S.
citizenship and ordered communal reservation larnuktallotted to individual members
(An Act for the Relief of the Stockbridge Indiamsthe Territory of Wisconsin, 3
March, 1843).This deeply divided tribal members; two politiparties, the Citizen’s
Party and the Indian Party formed and lobbied fembership and congressional action
against each other. The Citizen’s Party memberpatgd and wished to retain U.S.
citizenship, while the Indian Party was concernéith the maintenance of tribal political
structures and identities. In 1846 Congress reddhke 1843 act. This nullified the sale
of Indigenous lands to Euro-American settlers amdl Ispeculators while still allowing

Stockbridge to retain US citizenship if the so widl{Oberly 2005). Newspaper
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advertisements from the 1850s show that land clamasillegal sales of Stockbridge
land continued to be investigated at least a deatidethe 1846 act (Chilton Times,
June 24, 1858). In 1856 the Stockbridge (mostly bemsnof the Indian Party)
successfully negotiated with the US Governmentabtdined a reservation adjacent to
the Menominee Reservation on the Wolf River.

The Stockbridge were not heavily involved in thethade after their arrival in
Wisconsin, unlike the Menominee. They self ideatifas mostly Christian farmers; one
of their major concerns during the negotiationwite Menominee had been to find land
suitable for farming (Oberly 2005). Early survegps of Wisconsin tellingly label them
“civilized Indians” from New York. They had an orgaed cemetery directly north of
Stockbridge that is now on the National Registédistoric Places. The presence of the
Rantoul burial far outside the cemetery and itsificant material culture associated with

the fur trade makes a Stockbridge affiliation ualyk
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Figure 3.3 Author’s photo of the Stockbridge Cemeteear Stockbridge, WI. Most graves are
marked with formal headstones; the stone in thgemnists all the individuals buried in the
cemetery (according to tribal rolls) who are migdireadstones.
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Chapter Four: Methods: Context, Material Culture, and Osteology

The analysis of the contextual, skeletal, andaati€ontent from the three burials
required a variety of methods and approaches. Bwatigl was thoroughly inventoried,
including artifact counts, skeletal data, and aiséed museum paperwork and
documents. The museum conducted a previous inwedtoing the NAGPRA review of
1998 but internal paperwork shows that severalstemre relocated in related
collections during and after this period. Changesiuseum collection management
practices since the approx. time of acquisitiorD(&8900) had resulted in several items
possibly being separated from the individual arolagy collections for the purposes of
display, cataloguing, etc. A few items had beeeralt (cleaned patinas on bracelets and
brooches, mounting apparatus in the mandible, feticthe purposes of display. The
material culture and skeletal materials were célseivaluated to ensure that provenance
information could reliably connect those matertalsheir attributed burials.

Context and Historical Research

This study required three stages of contextualphcal, and background
research. The first stage of research involvedia@nts relating to the original
excavations/collections of each individual bur@ahly the Vilas Co. Burials were
excavated archaeologically and the literature tgadiailable concerning these early
excavations is extremely limited. The Rantoul Worhas even less associated
documentation. As described in Chapter three jthigal was collected unsystematically
in the late nineteenth century. As such, significasearch into the collector, Henry
Hayssen, his collections, and his relationshign®Rantoul area was necessary. Analysis

of this burial
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required certain assumptions, namely that the maatarlture and human remains in the
museum collections were from one individual as @ggloto a representation of many
items collected by Hayssen during his life. Museegords show that Hayssen was
specific as to the date and location of many ofitiias he collected. Further
investigation into Hayssen'’s life showed that hd same scientific training. Census
records and biographical sketches from New Holslestribe him as a physician and
dedicated collector. His training and history, cameld with the museum information
implies that he might have kept some sort of regairtd that the provenance information
he provided during the accession of his collectmthe museum is likely accurate.

The second stage of research involved verifyinchib®ry of the collections at
the museum. This required a thorough examinatighefarious NAGPRA paperwork,
internal documents related to both collections, @ady land records from
collection/excavation sites. Several items fromVWilas Co. Burials were previously
attached to some material from Green Bay, thougbennu staff correctly affiliated them
with Vilas Co. based on the records related to igtiifs excavations. The affiliation of
the Rantoul Woman and related investigations weseudsed at length in the previous
chapter (see Chapter Thre&he process of investigating the origins of thedRle
attribution and connection to J. Berg were pathdf stage. The museum’s file on
Rantoul woman included several notes questioniage¢latedness of certain bracelets
that were found with the ethnographic materiahi lburial. Many of these had old
Hayssen accession numbers attached to them anteddte bracelets included with the

burial, and were included in the study. Three athiid not have any reliable provenience
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information and had been reassociated with theabbhased on patina and general
appearance. These were not included in the follgwimalysis.

Contextual information to interpret and analyzeliheals was gathered from a
variety of sources. Sources include memoirs, egthypographies, histories, similar
archaeologically and non-archaeologically reposiées and the vast accessible
information related to the Great Lakes fur trade aimeteenth century treaty era.
Historical archaeology treats the documentary ikoauch like any other artifact;
documents must be evaluated critically alongsideena culture (Hume 1969). The
early ethnographies and journals are as much @lartifacts as the materials
themselves and the interpretations of ritual, ext@on, and negotiation they contain are
not free from rhetoric.

Material Culture

There are many artifact classification systemdfstoric sites associated with
colonialism and the fur trade. Stanley South (1¥78ated a three-tiered hierarchical
system to classify and categorize colonial sitehénCarolinas. He used the relationship
between at site locations and artifact variatiomtke predictions about spatial pattern
distribution and possible site use. Deagan lated @ssimilar classificatory scheme in her
studies of ethnic distinctions and hybrid idensiteg St. Augustine area sites (1983). Lyle
Stone created a system for use at Michilimackihat focused on the relationship
between behavior and function (1974). This systesludes artifact classes that are
grouped by “Behaviour Contexts” like personal, hehad, activity, etc. These systems

are usually applied to large habitation sites. Téeynot appropriate for examinations of
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individuality and identity in single mortuary corte because the emphasis is placed on
patterning and the comparison of multiple actizones.

The Quimby-Spoehmodel (1966) was also created to examine identitind
the fur trade. Quimby attempted to measure thd [@Eva&cculturation of Native
Americans during colonial contact based on simpiéaat category designations
(Quimby 1966). Artifacts were designated as eitfno-American or Indigenous;
Quimby then examined the relative frequency ofaats in either category and argued
that these frequencies were indicative of both lw@ation and “Pan-Indianism”. Pan-
Indianism was part of Quimby’s argument that cakbmteractions largely divorced
Indigenous people from prior lifeways. The homogenpature of the material culture
supposedly was evidence of the decline of diffedagimunities and economic, social,
and political tribal autonomy (Quimby 1966).

This type of model is not suitable for the examomrabf hybrid and multiple
identities. The assumption of acculturation ovemifies actors and the unique spaces
that individuals consciously and unconsciously im@&o navigate colonial situations.
Acculturation studies often presume a linear, uaégawer relationship that results in
unidirectional cultural change from Native to Eueap (Rubertone 2000). This discounts
Gidden’s dialectic of control and the concept ofptesence. Interactions are not
unidirectional in the dialectic of control, nor dheere terms completely located with the
“powerful”. These acculturation studies also rem#ofalse dichotomies and deny the

critical consumption and exchange agents use wtaenitaning their worlds. There is
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also a lack of sensitivity to selectivity in matdrculture and co-option of Euro-American
materials for subsumed purposes.

It was necessary to create a classificatory schenmeeet the goals of this study.
Expressions of identity through material culturarat be understood in dichotomous
terms because they are often co-opted for newhyseslonial people (Lyons and
Papadopoulos 2002). In many cases archaeolograt®tknow precisely how users
reinterpreted object meanings from the originaémiions and they ways the used co-
opted or hybrid material to signal identity (Nassaand Brandao 2009). The
combination of documentary sources, physical remjyand material culture utilized to
study the Vilas Co. and Rantoul burials mitigates slightly. In some cases the materials
were very clearly used in co-opted or hybrid faskiorhe Rantoul Woman has US three
cent silver coins and thimbles braided and tied hdr hair (see Chapter 5 for discussion).
This is clearly a reinterpretation of the best wawtilize this material. In other cases, like
the trade axes present in the adult Vilas Co. huhare is no way to definitively state
whether the axes were used as such (though onessigms of having been sharpened).
Any categorical model has to be flexible enoughdoommodate multiple uses of
material while still using meaningful distinctiotesillustrate expressions of identity.

The classificatory scheme created for this anabddresses both the use(s) of an
item and the origin of that item. Possible usesafoitem are multifaceted, and the
categories reflect this. Use categories includgimels and ritual (R), medicinal (M),
gustatory (G), decorative (D), subsistence actif(&) architectural (AR), mortuary (MT),
adornment (A), payment (P), clothing (C), entema@mt (E), and warfare (W). The

abbreviations used in the tables are included iargheticals. These categories can
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overlap based on documentary evidence, accepte@dndehe nature of the items in the
burial. An item can be both religious in nature aséd for adornment and economic
purposes, such as the Jesuit rings that were wigigd@mongst Native populations during
the fur trade (Mason 2010). They classify the wilwgs individuals and collective groups
used material culture in static, different, or intree ways. Uses of material culture are
reflexive and indicative of the constant processlehtity formation and assertion of
social belonging (Casella and Fowler 2004).

Origin is a necessary category; it tracks the meatnd transmission of material
culture without implying or assigning social or ttul ownership/ hegemony to an item.
Origin categories include Indigenous (1), Sett®r (ndigenous adoption of Settler item
(3), Settler adoption of Indigenous item (4), Irehgus co-option of Settler item (5),
Settler co-option of Indigenous item (6), and lrmgigus Transformative (7). The
numbers used in the tables are included in pargocdife In this case, adoption occurs
when an item or idea is used with its manufactimezht. Adoption does not signal
acculturation. Instead, adoption happens when ageititsume material culture into
previously held or hybrid belief systems. It iset@ample of agents using multiple
resources and rules to best utilize objects. Camomiccurs when an item is used for a
purpose other than that is was originally madeofovhen economic, social and political
situations create new hybrid meaning for itemsn#en the transformative category differ
slightly; these have been created by using Europearufactured items as raw materials
to create something meaningful to Indigenous systéris concept follows the work of
Walder (2013) who noted several glass pendantyeeed from Native sites in

Wisconsin. These pendants were produced by gringlags trade beads into raw material
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form and remaking them into more desirable pend@iitdder 2013). All of these active
uses can be accompanied by the accommodatiorcatetn, resistance to, or adoption of
certain ideas, principles, and values. These catggdo not reinforce dichotomies;
instead they address co-option and hybridity ifblésways. Settler adoption and co-
option were included for two reasons. Future redeaould include Euro-American and
Metis burials. It is also possible that items otiMa origin were exchanged with Euro-
American individuals who then co-opted/adopted tlaem exchanged these new uses
with their Native brethren.

Osteology and Human Remains

The osteological contents of the three burialssvessessed based on availability
and completeness. An intensive osteological arabfsihe remains was not completed as
part of the museum’s NAGPRA inventory, and it waseassary both to this study and for
museum records to analyze the remains as partso$tiindy. Skeletal remains were
analyzed when complete enough to facilitate thpe t9f analysis. The metric and non-
metric analysis of the Rantoul Woman was not pdssibe to the absence of useable
skeletal material. The skull was originally acceasid when Hayssen sold the burial to the
museum but efforts to relocate it in 1998 and 2@&4de unsuccessful. A small portion of
the skull (left occipital condyle and a portiontbé left zygomatic) exists with the
collection. It is possible that the skull disintatgd or was damaged sometime in the last
one hundred and twenty years and that this wasatet in the official museum
paperwork. The right radius and ulna are presenyal as the right hand, but attached
skin tissue and fabric prevent full visual analy3ise Vilas Co. infant burial contains a

frontal bone that is in fair condition and can lge@ Metric and nonmetric analysis was
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possible on the Vilas Co. adult burial due to theorery of a significant portion of the
skeleton. Biological sex, age, and stature parametere collected for this individual and
observations of pathological conditions were ineldich the analysis (see Chapter Bjl
metric measurements were taken with a Ward’s ostémerboard and Mitutoyo digital
calipers.

Biological Sex

Nonmetric

The pelvis has several landmarks that exhibit lidigexual dimorphism (White 2011).
Phenice (1969) described methods for determininfpgical sex based on a non-metric
scoring system for pelvic landmarks. This systers waised in the 1994 Standards for

Data Collection from Human Skeletal RemdnysBuikstra and Ubelaker to include an

ambiguous category. The landmarks scored incluel@ghtral arc (scored as either 1-
female, 2-ambigous, or 3-male), subpubic concdegitpred as either 1-female, 2-
ambigous, or 3-male), and the medial aspect oistttepubic ramus (scored as either 1-
female, 2-ambigous, or 3-male). The greater scraitch is also a reliable predictor of
biological sex. Walker tested the scoring proceslalescribed in Buikstra and Ubelaker
(1994) in a 2005 publication to test, among othergs, the reliability of this test in
relation to ancestry. He found no significant difiece in greater sciatic notch
morphology between African and European populattbaswould impact the use of this
system in diverse populations (Walker 2005).

The skull can also be scored using a nonmetrieBy$o estimate sex. The
scoring system was originally proposed Acsadi arthikkeri (1970) who identified five

sexually dimorphic scoreable traits. Walker (192d08) later refined this system but
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patterned the scoring similarly. Scoreable triai¢ctude the nuchal crest (scored as either
1-female, 2-probable female, 3-ambigous, 4-probaidie, or 5-male), mastoid processes
(scored as either 1-female, 2-probable female, Bigoas, 4-probably male, or 5-male),
supraorbital margin (scored as either 1-femalerdbable female, 3-ambigous, 4-
probably male, or 5-male), glabella (scored aseithfemale, 2-probable female, 3-
ambigous, 4-probably male, or 5-male), and memtshence (scored as either 1-female,
2-probable female, 3-ambigous, 4-probably malé&-orale). Walker tested this system on
groups of diverse ancestry in 2008. The findingthat study indicated that when more of
the crania traits are scored and combined the patéor accuracy is increased (Walker
2008). The study also concluded that prehistoritMdaAmerican populations exhibited
greater general robusticity and less sexual dimenphelated to the supraorbital margin
and nuchal crest. Despite this, Native Americamieravere still sexed correctly 78% of
the time when all five attributes were scored (VéalR008).

Metric

Humeral and femoral head measurements were cadl@ath a Mitutoyadigital

calipers. The vertical diameter of the humeral head assessed by Stewart (1979) as a
valid technique in the determination of biologisak. Stewart found that a vertical
measurement of greater than 47 mm was most commongmales, while 44-46 mm
was indeterminate and less than 43 mm was indeafifemales. Stewart also assessed
the maximum diameter of the femoral head, findmag 8 measurement of greater that
47.5 mm was indicative of males, 46.5-47.5 mm potdanale, 43.5-46.5 mm

indeterminate, 42.5-43.5 mm probable females, asslthan 42.5 female. Dittrick and
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Suchey tested this technique (1986) for applicigtlii Native American populations
using a sample N-370 prehistoric individuals froadifornia and found it to be reliable.
Age
Nonmetric

Widely accepted techniques for nonmetric age assest in adults include the
evaluation of the pubic symphyseal surface, awaicsilirface of the illium, and scoring of
the cranial sutures. Iscan et al. proposed a mdtrabing adults based on th® gternal
rib end based on six stages however the methawldgmatic in archaeologically
recovered remains due to poor preservation anditfieulty of ascertaining positive
identity of the fourth rib (White et al. 2012). ieer the pubic surface nor the ribs of the
Vilas Co. adult were well preserved, making agiagdal on those surfaces inappropriate
in this case. Lovejoy et al. published the resoilttheir study of aging techniques based
on the auricular surface in 1985 (Lovejoy et aB3Q Buckberry and Chamberlain revised
this method in 2002 to include different scoresfiee different auricular surface
characteristics. Each of these characteristicagterse organization, surface texture,
microporosity, macroporosity, and apical changescbred separately and a composite
score is used to age the individual. The adalhicm was recovered intact allowing a
second age estimation based on cranial suturereloSuanial suture closure was scored
according to the system proposed by Buikstra aneldider (1994).
Stature

Stature can be accurately estimated based on fearatdibial maximum length.
An osteometric board was used to measure the maxilength of the tibia and femur

according to the standard measurement techniqusesiloled by Buikstra and Charles
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(1994). The stature estimate regression formuleedi here is based on Neumann and
Waldmen'’s study of Hopewellian and Middle Missigsgn Native American

populations (1968).
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Chapter Five: Analysisof the Vilas Co. and Rantoul Burials

The Vilas Co. and Rantoul Burials contain the sletleemains and material
culture of three individuals. These burials arenemoexus; they are spaces where
materials, society, mores, embodiments, individuaisl collectives combine (Rakita and
Buikstra 2005). The material culture in these &lgrivas analyzed using the Use/Origin
classification scheme introduced in the precedhmapter and contextualized using
known typologies and similar archaeological sitegns and skeletal material were
inventoried and complete tabulations of the costeftach burial are available in
Appendix A.

Vilas Co. Adult Burial

Osteological Analysis

The Vilas Co. Adult burial contains the remain®oé individual (MNI=1). The
skeleton is in good to fair condition with some @aya to portions of the ribs related to
taphonomic processes and excavation. Most of teketgln was recovered during the
1902 excavation; missing portions include the riglaius, sternal portions of the left and
right ribs, the bones of both hands, and the néaticlateral cuneiform and phalanges of
both feet, with the exception of one right phalahtte right medial cuneiform is also not
present.

Biological Sex

The skeleton’s completeness allowed metric and mbredeterminations of
biological sex, age, and stature. The determinaifdnological sex was made using
metric analysis of the femoral and humeral headsnammetric analysis of the cranium

and pelvis. The skeleton was ultimately determitoelde male, though metric analysis
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suggests an individual with smaller than normaldeshand humeral head
measurements. The maximum diameter of femoral betee left femur was 44.96 mm,
placing it in the indeterminate category accordm&tewart’'s 1979 work. The vertical
diameter of the right humeral head (the left cowdtlbe measured due to the state of
preservation) was 45.72 mm, also indeterminate. &¥@w the nonmetric analysis of the
pelvis and skull were consistent with male indicatd he cranial features were scored as
follows: nuchal crest = 5 (male), mastoid procegkdsand right) = 4 (probable male),
supraorbital margin (left and right) = 5 (malelgglla = 5 (male), and mental eminence
= 4 (probable male). The pelvic features were sirtyilexamined, and the left side was
scored as follows: ventral arc = 3 (male), subpabicavity = 2 (ambiguous), medial
aspect of ischiopubic ramus = 3 (male). The gresti@tic notch was scored as a 5, also
indication of being male.
Age

Age was determined based on the iliac auriculdase and closure of the cranial
sutures. Though widely used in osteological analdihite et al 2012) the pubic
symphyseal surface was not used to determine ageodts state of preservation. The
iliac auricular surface composite score (see Chapteras 14. This corresponds to stage
5, with a mean age off 59.94 + 12.95 years, medgof 62, and age range of 29-88
years. The cranial suture vault composite score Gepter 4) was 12, which
corresponds to a median age of 45.2 £ 12.6. Tamiarsuture lateral anterior composite
score (see Chapter 4) was 11, which corresponasrtedian age 56.2 + 8.5. The three
aging scores do not match perfectly but are irstirae range. Given this, it is reasonable

to assume that the Vilas Co. adult was over fisgrg of age at death.



54

Stature

The left femur and tibia were measured using a@oosetric board. The left
femur had a length of 446 mm, while the tibia léngas 365 mm. Using Neumann and
Waldman's regression equation for prehistoric Na#hmerican populations, the
calculated height of this individual was approxietatl66 to 168 cm, or between 54" ft.
and 5’5" ft.

Observed Pathologies

Cranium

Few teeth are present and most show signs of hegatyon, calculus, and caries.
The left first maxillary molar is impacted. Smalhtdoidal ossicles (also know as
wormian bones) are present at Lambda. Though ribolagyical, it should also be
mentioned that there is significant green stainisgally associated with the presence of
copper in the burial.

Joint Disease and Skeletal Trauma

Osteophytic lipping is associated with Degenegafigint Disease, lifestyles that
include heavy manual labor, and the aging pres@ntite et al 2012). The skeleton of
the Vilas Co. individual exhibited mild osteophylilgping on the inferior surface of the
right clavicle, cervical vertebrae, and lumbar gbraie. The cervical and lumbar
vertebrae also exhibited mild asymmetry and schismnddes. Lytic activity was
observed on the posterior surface of the sternumaanubrium.

The two most significant pathological anomalies aiseemingly related bilateral
widening of the acetabular fossa and asymmetrii@pelvic girdle. This is combined

with bilateral osteoblastic activity of the medgtal tibias, significant asymmetry with
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increased robusticity and lesions on the medighbortion of the left tibia (see
Appendix B, pg. 89), and a flattening deformatidthe distal portion of the right fibula.
These anomalies are most likely related to a siadlepedic injury that caused
compensatory injuries and asymmetry. Ortner (20@3xribes compensatory injuries as
those that are the result of additional strainfenrhusculoskeletal system as the result of
movement and stress compensations. In this casdrtghic state of the right tibia and
fibula suggests that the initial injury was likedg this side of the body. The increased
robusticity and osteoblastic activity of the leftid suggest that it was subject to
increased strain that eventually caused the lesibaervable on the skeletal material.

Material Culture

A total of sixteen of the items recovered from Yhias Co. burials are curated at
with the museum’s collections. Of these, sevenstean be positively connected with
the adult male burial. Each of these items is dised below. One item, a bucket with
parts of the body, handle, and riveting, canncassociated with either burial since both
had buckets according to Albright’s description.

Trade Axe# 1

Axes were extremely common trade items and wesnafsed as a form of currency.
Axes associated with the fur trade have been falunohg excavations at
Michilimackinac, Fort St. Joseph in lower Michig®rjtish Fort St. Joseph in Ontario,
and many other sites (Stone 1974, Roache-Fedci201k). Quimby (1966) reports that
trade axes were among the items recovered frorBeleSite, a previous Fox village
(occupation of 1680-1730) on the south shore oklButte des Morts in Winnebago

County, WI. Trade axes of several different sty@ad from a variety of European and
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American sources were found at these sites. Thes\Gb. adult burial contained two
axes. A trade axe with remains of the wooden ha#t fsund with the burial (Appendix
B pg. 89). This axe or hatchet is made of iron igrtloroughly rusted; it represents the
typical “French” style in type (Roache-Fedchenkd20 This type was widely available
and produced for a significant time, making datiaged on type alone implausible. It is
intact and shows signs of being sharpened alonbeabk There is no visible maker’'s
mark.
Trade Axe # 2

The second trade axe was also found with the aduidl. This axe is typical of
the “American” style (Appendix B pg. 90). It is Badusted, shows no sign of
sharpening, and does not have a visible maker'& maaking a definitive date
impossible.
Knife

A badly rusted knife blade with a wooden handle ve&@®vered with the burial
(Appendix B pg. 90)The knife handle and blade have characteristic8agito trade
type blacksmith created knives described by Gai1869).

Rectanqular Spectacle Glass and Arm

One rectangular spectacle glass and arm was foutie iburial (Appendix B pg.
90). The spectacle shape is similar to severdleaMuseum of Vision in San Francisco,
CA. These spectacles were all created between 1800(MOV collections). While not
definitive, the spectacle style suggests thatitfds/idual was buried after the turn of the

century, slightly later than the museums’ origiesiimated date of burial.

Micmac Pipe
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Two Micmac pipes were included in the original musecollection (Appendix B
pg. 91).. One was ultimately determined to be & dde original is most likely the one
mentioned by Albright as being situated next tolthad in the adult burial. Stone
Micmac pipes were widely used in Native communitlasng the fur trade, and are
mentioned in several early Wisconsin Archaeologgi&y articledWest 1905).

Sandstone Pipe

One red sandstone pipe was found with this buFia. pipe has crudely incised
geometric patterns and is ovoid in shape. This ppembles the heel pipes described by
West (1905). Albright does not mention this pipéis report, though he does mention a
hammerstone of a similar shape.

Birchbark Wrappings

Several native communities and cultures were kntoautilize birchbark
wrappings in burial traditions. The Ojibwe seenh&ve been especially partial to the
mode of burial (Wilford 1944). The birchbark frohretadult burial was recovered and
brought to the museum as part of the burial cabect
Discussion

The Vilas Co. adult male burial is fairly typiaai other Ojibwe male burials from
the 18" and 18' centuries. Busnell’s (1920) account of the bysialctices of Indigenous
people east of the Mississippi includes a desonptif Ojibwe burials practices adapted
from early travelers journals. In this account,b®je people are buried with many items
used/owned by the individual in daily life. Cleastthctions are made between male and
female burials. According to this account malestanged with guns, blankets, strike a

lights, gunflints, and kettles (Bushnell 1920). Edrd Ely’'s missionary journals from the
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1830s (Schenck 2012) describe similar practicesshéuotes that male individuals are
almost always buried with axes and dishes of fouwtarapped in birchbark or cloth. It
is significant here to point out that Albright'sginal description of this burial included a
metal bucket, spoon, and four gunflints. Thoughinduded in the analysis due to their
absence from the museum collections, these areatsistent with the above relations
on mortuary customs. Quimby (1966) describes a Hatoric Ojibwe burial recovered
and curated at the Escanaba Historical Museumaviiouan” style stone elbow pipe,
beads, silver ornaments, silver brooches, oval gtockrror, brass ring, and medicine
bottle.

Many of the items buried with this man were trédens. Most of them are
Indigenous adoption of European materials that wisegl in similar ways in Ojibwe
practice (Figure 5.1). This suggests that the idd& and the group he represents both
adapted practices from Euro-American culture anctleyped material culture originating
from Settler cultures into pre-existing practicésere are similarities here with
Bourdieu’s sense of habitus (1972); adoption sugghsable structures that are flexible
yet ultimately internalize new ideas and experiendet items that are also of Native
origin and Co-option are also present. The Micnrat sandstone pipes exist at sites
created well before European contact, and were exsenl after the influx of white clay
and Kaolin pipes from Europe and American suppli@rabowitz 2004). The trade axes
are more complicated. Trade axe # 1 shows evidensiearpening implying that it might
have been used for chopping, splitting wood, oldiug. The second axe shows no sign

of sharpening; its meaning was not necessarilyaelto its original intent. Since axes
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were also used as a form of payment and statusagntlwas included as a co-opted

artifact.

Artifact Use Origin
Trade Axe #1 AR, P, MT 3
Trade Axe #2 P, MT 5
Knife P, G, MT 3
Rectangular Spectacle A, C, MT 3
Glass and Arm

Micmac Pipe E, R, MT 1
Sandstone Pipe E,R, MT 1
Birchbark Wrappings R, MT 1

Figure 5.1 Table of artifacts from the Vilas Co.ukdBurial analyzed with the Use/Origin
Scheme
Vilas Co. Infant Burial

Osteological Analysis

The only portion of the infant skeleton that wasoneered with the burial was the
frontal bone. The right and left portions of therftal bone are separate in neonates, and
fusion is usually at least partially completed bg first year of life (Baker et al 2005).
The metopic suture has almost completely fusetarMilas Co. infant, indicating an age
at death of at least one year. Slight cribra olibiia the left orbit might be an indication
of iron or other nutritional deficiency.

Material Culture

Albright specifically noted several items in théaint burial, many of which are housed in
the museum’s collection. Of the eleven items inetlith his report, six are still with the

burial and are described below.
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Bracelet # 1

Bracelet # 1 made of extremely thin German silvet still has portions of a piece of
string meant to hold the two ends together. leisalated with etched lines.

Bracelet # 2

Bracelet # 2 is almost identical to bracelet # is made of extremely thin German silver
with the same linear decorations (Appendix B pg. Jhese bracelets were ubiquitous
during the fur trade and are frequently found irrtan@ry contexts (Quimby 1966). They
were worn as decorative pieces by both men and wamehe wrists and higher on the
arms as bands (Skinner 1884, Karklins 1992, Mantich Mainfort 1985).

Necklace

The necklace found with the burial has three laegeglass jewels and a metal chain
(Appendix B pg. 92)References to glass (or paste) jewels in archamalibgrecovered
burials is scarce. Karklins (1992) makes mentioNative use of “costume” jewelry in
the 19" century as a replacement for silver. However griadceramic and glass beads
was a well known aspect of the economics of thérade; these beads were used mainly
for jewelry and decorative purposes (Quimby 1966).

Pocket Mirror

A silver and glass circular pocket mirror with acdeative back and attached hanger was
found with the burial (Appendix B. pg. 92). Burigith a mirror does not seem
uncommon; Martin and Mainfort report mirrors amdhg burials and the Battle Point
Site, a late historic Ottawa cemetery in Michigifattin and Mainfort 1985) and

investigations into a Menominee cemetety\WN815)by the Great Lakes Archaeology
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Research Center in 2005 also yielded mirrors imalsirKarklins reports that Ojibwe
people often hung small mirrors around their n€dR9?2).
China Saucer
A small white ironstone saucer was recovered frieenburial. It was in three pieces and
has no maker’s mark.
Tin Cup
A portion of a tin cup with a rolled rim is presentthe burial collection (Appendix B.
Pg. 93). This type of cup was typical of the mideteenth century (Greene and Scott
2004) and implies a slightly later date for theiduthan the museum’s original estimate
of 1770-1800.
Silver Brooch
A large silver brooch identified as belong to thiant burial is present with the remains
(Appendix B pg. . The brooch is made of Germartr@ae) silver, thin, punctated, and
approx. 10 cm in diameter (Appendix B pg. 93).
Discussion

The presence of such a variety of material culitutée infant grave might imply
that this individual was recognized as a persomv(€02004) despite its young age. The
Ojibwe believed that children would enter the ditemuch like adults. There were
specific mourning rituals for infant and child desitincluding speeches advising children
on the correct path to the afterlife and the cagyf empty cradleboards for a number of
months (Vecsey 1983).

All of the items in the infant grave were eithedogated or co-opted by Indigenous

people from “settler” origins, with the exceptiohtbe unrecovered birchbark wrappings
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(figure 5.2). This is not surprising given the pabke consistency between the people
responsible for burying the Vilas Co. adult and tthild. In this case the pocket mirror is

co-opted; the mirror was likely hung around theknae a form of adornment.

Artifact Use Origin
Bracelet # 1 A, MT 3
Bracelet # 2 A MT 3
Necklace A, MT 3
Pocket Mirror A, MT 5
China Saucer G, MT 3
Tin Cup G, MT 3
Silver Brooch A, MT 5

Figure 5.2 Table of artifacts of the Vilas Co. mf&urial Analyzed with the Use/Origin Scheme

Rantoul Woman

The Rantoul Woman burial is likely a single inhdimia. Hayssen’s original
information addresses this collection as comingifensingle grave and the extreme
green staining on the skeletal remains is condistéh the remaining tissue and the
patina on much of the material culture. The recedgrortions of the burial include
skeletal remains, human hair and tissue, and a vadety of material culture.

Osteological Analysis

Most of the skeleton was not recovered during Hey’s collection of the grave.
Museum records indicate that the skull was preaedtintact when the burial was
purchased, but efforts to relocate it in 1990, 128fl 2014 were not successful. A small
bag including a left occipital condyle and portwiithe left zygomatic is present and not
mentioned in the museum’s inventory. The presehteese portions of the skull, if truly
from Rantoul Woman, might imply that the skull wiemaged or destroyed sometime in

the last one hundred and twenty years.
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The right radius and ulna are present; they aieetl green and still articulated
due to the presence of skin tissue and a fragnfdsbose that are still attached
(Appendix B pg. 94). Elements of the right handude the third metacarpal, third and
fifth proximal phalanges, second, third, and fountiermediate phalanges, and fourth and
fifth distal phalanges. The left hand is also moptlesent and articulated due to
dessicated tissue and some sort of animal hideriogvié (Appendix B pg. 94). Present
elements include the second, third, and fourth oaepals and corresponding proximal
phalanges, second and third intermediate phalaagesa distal phalanx. The hand also
has a ring, though it is unclear whether it wasené during recovery or added later.

It is not possible to evaluate the age, biologsead, or health of this individual
given the paucity of the skeletal remains. It isusgsed that it is, indeed, a female burial
based on the other associated human remains avel itges (see below). There is no
sign of periosteal reactivity on the available sk&l material. The distal ulnar and radial
epiphyses have fused indicating an age of at kma&nteen (Schaefer et al. 2009).

Human Remains

The Rantoul Woman’s hair, parts of the scalp, laotth ears are present with the
burial (Appendix B pg. 95). The hair is black, tieif and heavily decorated; glass faceted
beads, ermine tails, coins, and thimbles wereitiedth narrow strips of cloth. Several
parts of the hair are still braided as well. Thetessue is dessicated and stained green.
Each ear has several piercings of sphere, baltiakigr earrings.

Material Culture

The Rantoul Woman burial contained a great vaoétyaterial culture, and it

cannot be assumed that every item was recoverethalnded in the museum’s
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acquisition. Descriptions, possible dates, andgdraphs of these items are provided
below.

Picture Frame

The picture frame is of rough wooden picture arghsures approx. 20 x 16.5 cm.
There is a wood backing and cracked glass surface.

Miniature China ltems

There are three small miniature items (possikignded as toys) with the burial.
Two are a matching pitcher and saucer with pinkéls, green leaves, and gold paint
accents (Appendix B pg. 96Another is a white china teapot; this has rusteti wi
miniature iron kettle. None of the items have makerarks.
Kaolin Pipe

One kaolin pipe, mostly intact, is present in ltieial collection (Appendix B pg.
96). These pipes were common trade items origimadpufactured by primarily by
Dutch and British companies (and later Americams) iatroduced into Native smoking
culture in the 186 century (Trubowitz 2004). The pipe has red stajrinpaint that might
have been decorative. It has no visible makers nfdr& pipe does not correspond
perfectly to any of the general types in Oswald$75) simplified general typology, but
it is closest to types twenty four (approx. datés1810-1840) and twenty nine (approx.
dates 1850-1900). This is consistent with the knbwmal date of at or post 1852.
Rings

The burial included several rings. Nine are sinipbess bands, but two are more
decorative. One is brass with an anchor in thelmehearts decorating the sides, and

another has a crude etching of a book on the bBeass rings with cast or engraved
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designs are commonly recovered in the Great Ladgism, and hearts are a common
motif. Decorative rings became common during théyekesuit period; these “Jesuit”
rings were used as religiously themed rewards ated turrency by Jesuits and traders
(Hauser 1982). Mason’s study of Jesuit rings framRock Island site illustrate the wide
variety of decoration and craftsmanship preseeikisting Jesuit ring collections (Mason
1976). Mainfort (1979) describes a number of bfegger rings (both plain and
decorated) recovered from the Fletcher site, aumoytsite in Bay County, Michigan
utilized by the Ottawa and Ojibwe from 1740 to 1.76Be main thrust of the Jesuit
missionary activities in the Great Lakes had slos@uaksiderably by the mid 1800s
(White 1991). It is more likely that the rings wereonscious choice in Native
adornment that was adopted from these earlieraaotiens.
Pocket Mirror

A circular pocket mirror was also in the buriaim8ar mirrors were present in the
Menominee burials reported by GLARC in 2005 (GLAROI 581).

Petticoat with Ribbon Trim and Brooches

Two portions of a ruffled petticoat with turquoiskebon and German silver
brooches are present with the burial (Appendix B3&). Both are decorated with
ribbon; one has nine silver brooches and the dtasrseven along with four ball and
tinkler cone ornaments. These decoration were araamaddition to “traders” cloth.
Skinner (1911) describes German silver brooché¢ative manufacture and ribbon as
two common additions to cloth skirts, capes, amdi$ds (Skinner 1911, 1921). The
brooches are pierced, convex brooches with georrd#signs (Mainfort 1985, GLARC

ROI 2005).



66

German Silver Brooches

Two silver brooches of a size and design similgdheoones described above are also
present. They appear to have been cleaned at smntegs they do not have the same
patina as the other brooches.

Length of Fabric

This length of fabric is 81 cm long with decoratstéching and white seed beeds.
It is stained, but was most likely originally whibe light colored. It is possible that this
was part of a collar.

Iron Vessel Pieces

Fragmented pieces of an iron container or vesgkled ochre staining are
present in the burial. The vessel appears to hage decorated originally; the remnants
of fabric with attached seed beads, four blue amtagbeads, eight clear octagonal beads,
one clear circular bead, and eleven wampum beadstt@ched or seem to have been
attached originally owing to the presence of redhatg.

Matches

There are nine wooden matches present in the blihalmatches are in excellent
condition with the match heads completely intact.

Bracelets

Nineteen bracelets were included in the burial @mppx B pg. 97). Another four exist in
the museum’s inventory for the burial, however éfsir cannot be conclusively linked
to the Rantoul Woman. They were included from ti@logy catalogs based on similar

design and patina. The nineteen bracelets are.[drasyg are slim, with decorative
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combinations of wire wrapping, floral, and geonepatterns. These bracelets were
likely used for personal adornment (Skinner 188%pper and silver bracelets of similar
designs, including ones with heavy gauge wire wirappvere popular in the late 48
and early 19 century (Karklins 1992). Similar bracelets arsatded in Skinner (1921)
as usually of German (trade) silver and made bywRamiths.
Needles/Awls

The burial also includes four needles or posahilks. They are iron, heavily
degraded, with a fabric covering on the blunt end.

Hooks

There are two small iron hooks with the burialeylare in poor condition and
about 2 cm in diameter.
Musket Ball

One .50 cal musket ball is included in the buil.the 1850s, firearms had been
adopted by Native people and used both for sulngistgrotection, and warfare.
American, British, French, Dutch, and Belgian frmaanakers were engaged in the
production of firearms and ammunition specificatitended for Native trade and gift
exchange (Hanson 2011). The firearms and ammurtitaole was second only to cloth
on the Pennsylvania frontier in the”leentury (Johnson 2009).
Cowrie Shells

There are five white cowrie shells in the buridiey were sewn onto a cardboard
backing (probably for display) sometime after musecquisition. These shells were
often used in necklaces by both men and women (8kih921). Martin and Mainfort

(1985) noted their presence in Ottawa and Ojibwealsuat the Battle Point Site.
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Karklins (1992) states that cowrie shells were um®dngst Aboriginal Canadians as
embellishments on clothing and in hair.

Tinkler Cone, Sphere and Ball Ornaments

Tinkler or tinkling cones were commonly cut fromass, though the presence of
silver and iron tinklers at archaeological siteals noted (O’'Shea 1992). Tinklers
usually adorned clothing and were usually Nativelensom cut brass (Karklins 1992).
Schoolcraft (1847) notes that copper tinklers mayehbeen present as adornment before
native contact with Europeans. O’Dell (2001) ndatet many tinkler cones appear to be
the result of recycling practices, and that it ggpescrap metal was often used to create
them. The Rantoul Woman has eighty three brasketigknes. Two bunches of these are
attached with sphere and ball loops to cloth; ressonable to assume that these may
have been affixed to clothing, especially givenghesence of a tinkler on parts of the
petticoat. Others are attached to the ear tissddnain (see below).

Eyelet Screw
One eyelet screw is present. It has a blue-greemepa

Brass Ornament and Beads

One unidentified small (2 cm in length) brass datiee ornament with attached
blue opaque glass beads is present in the bumailla® ornaments have been found at the
Battle Point Site (Martin and Mainfort 1985).

Thimbles

There are twenty nine thimbles associated with Itlirial. These thimbles, made

of trade silver, are most likely decorative in pagp. Eight exist as part of hair

decorations (see Human Remains for a discussitmediair) and twenty one are loose.
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These each have a piece of string tied into thenast likely to aid in attaching the
thimbles to clothing or the hair. These thimbleeew made of silver, were probably not
intended for use as sewing implements (Mann 200Rgy were commonly used for
both decorative and adornment purposes on clothiaig, drums, and as piercings
(Karklins 1992). Martin and Mainfort not the prase of similar thimbles with
perforated tops, associated with beads and ribbhdhe burials at Battle Point (1985).
Glass Beads

Thousands of small blue, white, and green seedsbesst with the burial, along
with burgundy, blue, green, black, and clear fatékeads. GLARC reports similar
amounts and types of beads present in the buti#te &Vinnebago Rapids Cemetery and
Neenah Waterworks Site (47-WN-815) including thesdransparent blue, burgundy,
and
black beads (GLARC ROI 518). These beads wereylikséd as decoration on clothing,
in hair, and as part of necklaces (Karklins 19%2&veral of the larger faceted beads were
combined together with ermine tails and thimblekais decorations.
Coins

Several small, heavily corroded coins are presetite Rantoul Woman'’s hair
and on her ears as items of adornment (Appendig.Bp). It is impossible to ascertain
the exact number due to the fragile nature of siednd scalp, but there are at least six.
Closer inspection of the coins revealed at leasetlbf them to be U.S. three cent coins.
These coins were minted between 1851 and 1873dkhauely after 1862) with several

design and alloy changes and were the lightessaiar struck by the US mint
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(Hudgeons et al 2009). Two coins have visible faoase has a visible date of 1853. This
means that the burial deposits could not have besated previous to this date.
Beaded Bags

There are six beaded “charm” bags with the buBialj # 1 is made of burgundy
and blue seed beads woven in a geometric pattéhntwine or hemp. Bag # 2 is made of
white, green, blue, and pink seed beads woverggoaetric pattern with twine or hemp
(Appendix B pg. 98). This bag is attached to atlerg chain, possibly for use as a
necklace. Bag # 3 is only partially complete. Wilgghains of the bag are red, pink,
green, and white seed beads woven in a geomettarpavith twine or hemp. A small
comb and chain are attached to the bag. Bag #Al4osmade of pink, green, red, and
white seed beads woven in a geometric patterntwitie or hemp. It has a leather thong
attached to it. Bag # 5 is different. Instead ahtwor hemp, the bag is constructed of
commercially produced fabric (black on the outslalag with polka dots on the inside)
with the seed beads sewn into it. Bag # 6 is pexh&e most intriguing. Unlike the
others it is made of hide (Appendix B pg. 98). diesis a piece of fibrous reed stem
stained with red ochre.

The red ochre staining and presence of the regttrbe an indication that this

bag should be associated with healing or rituappses. In Material Culture of the
MenomineeAlanson Skinner notes that these woven bags vemenonly used for
adornment, charms and “spells”, and healing andemed purposes, and that medicine
bags were more likely to be made out of hide (Skirf®21). He also mentions that reeds

and roots were often gathered for medicinal purpoSkinner’'s 1911 articla
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Compar ative Sketch of the Menominee mentions these small charm bags as being used
for both decorative and medicinal purposes (Skir®dr ).

Wampum Beads

There are two hundred and sixty eight tubular wampeads with the burial,
thirty-eight of which are black/purple. Wampumwezt many functions before and
during the fur trade including currency, adornmantj status recognition (see
Snyderman 1954). White shell wampum could be preddiom a variety of quahog and
freshwater shells, while the black or purple wampuas only produced on the Atlantic
coast, making it scarce and of greater value (Herb®6). European commodification
of wampum by the Dutch and later the English areh€&h created vast exchange
networks; purple wampum was “worth” double thatred white (Loren 2008). Wampum
was fashioned into necklaces, hair ornaments,,i@liselets, and adornment for clothing
(Karklins 1992). The presence of black or purpgenpum in the burial is intriguing. It
suggests some contact, likely through intermedratde networks, with the Atlantic
coast. Purple wampum was often transported inleord the eastern seaboard to the
Great Lakes region (Loren 2008) as part of the agtgvof exchange common during the
fur trade. It also might be a marker of high stagigen its higher economic and
exchange value.

Discussion

The Rantoul burial is exceptional when compareother recovered burials from

the 19" century. The textile and fiber preservation i®rahis is most likely due to the

short amount of time (approx. 15-20 years) thatoingal was in the ground. In addition,
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the quantity of material culture from the burialuell beyond that of sites from similar
periods (Martin and Mainfort 1985, Quimby 1966, Mad981, GLARC ROI 581).

The Rantoul Woman burial includes a number of g¢hat represent Indigenous
adoptions, co-options, transformative practices,itams of Indigenous origin (Figure
5.3). The only examples of transformative practioghis study come from this burial in
the form of tinkling cones. The tinkling cones a completely manufactured by either
Natives or Euro-Americans. Instead, tinkling comese often made of scrap brass or
brass cut from kettles that were traded espedatithis practice.

The best examples of the utility of co-opted malesulture come from this
burial. This woman, in ways far different from theginal intent, used coins, thimbles,
and a pocket mirror for adornment purposes. Thescaie especially interesting; they are
clearly circulating U.S. currency with economicwel Their use as hair ornaments could
be signaling many social personas and identitipgmi@ing on interaction with others. To
some, they are silver ornaments in line with ofbem of Native utilization of trade
silver. To others, she is quite literally wearingmey.

The one of the closest temporal, geographical camtextual analogs to the
Rantoul Woman burial is the Winnebago Rapids Cemeted Neenah Waterworks Site
(47-WN-815) excavated by the Great Lakes Archaecéddresearch Center (GLARC
ROI 581) in 2005. This site is located in Neenal owthe western shore of Lake
Winnebago. The cemetery was associated with theoMeree mission at Winnebago
Rapids created by the Treaty of Washington in 18Bis treaty set aside land at
Winnebago Rapids for a “civilizing” mission to ttenominee. The federal government

provided farmers, blacksmiths, housekeeping ingtracand grist and sawmills and
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block houses were built for the Menominee at thesion (GLARC ROI 581). The
Menominee abandoned the mission two years later ffither land cessions.

Burials from a small formal cemetery with an MNIr@lividuals were excavated.
GLARC reports that the individuals were placedoaffias in extended, supine positions
(2005). Burial 1 is especially relevant; this bunias a young woman buried with two
German silver brooches and thousands of seed b®adal 2, a prenatal, was buried
next to her and was interpreted as her child. BGri@as an adult male buried with brass
bracelets, German silver brooches, an eagle whsdtdl beads, a pocket mirror, buttons,
gunflint, and metal tin (GLARC ROI 581). The amowhimaterial culture in this grave
was interpreted as symbolic of status achieven@bfARC ROI 581).

There are similar elements between these bumalgtee Rantoul Woman. The
presence of trade silver, brooches, bracelets| Ishielornaments, a pocket mirror, and
seed and faceted glass beads is common to thaasstaurd Rantoul. The presence of
coffins at the Winnebago Rapids Cemetery was intged as an attempt to
“Christianize” the Menominee (GLARC ROI 581). Itggynificant that no items of
obvious Christian paraphernalia were found withtBahwoman. One brass ring has a
book etched on its surface that might represeitbla but this is highly speculative. She
also appears to have been buried outside a forena¢tery. It is clear that the vast
amount of material culture in the Rantoul burialimcommon when compared to these
Menominee burials from slightly earlier time periddhis might imply that Rantoul
Woman was a very high status individual or somemsne had unique access to trade

items.



Artifact Use Origin
Picture Frame E, D, MT 3
Miniature China Items MT, E 3
Kaolin Pipe MT, E 3
Rings MT, A 3
Pocket Mirror MT, A 5
Petticoat with Ribbon C,A MT 3
Trim and Brooches

German Silver Brooches MT, A 3
Length of Fabric MT, C 3
Iron Vessel Pieces MT, G 1
Matches MT, E 3
Bracelets MT, A 3
Needles/Awls MT, C 3
Hooks MT 3
Musket Ball MT, 3
Cowrie Shells MT, A 1
Tinkler Cone, Sphere, and | MT, A 7
Ball Ornaments

Eyelet Screw MT 3
Brass Ornament and MT, A 3
Beads

Thimbles MT, A 5
Glass Beads MT, A 3
Coins MT, A 5
Beaded Bags MT, M, A 3
Wampum Beads MT, A 1

Figure 5.3 Table of Artifacts from the Rantoul Wamanalyzed with the Use/Origin Scheme
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Chapter Six: Conclusions: Individuals, Identities, Structuration, and Colonial
Studies

This study focused on the intersection between@gestructure, post-colonial
theory, and mortuary studies in relation to indiaatiburials during the colonial period in
North America, specifically ®century Wisconsin. The three burials includechis t
study are representative of three individuals drtti@social and economic groups that
participated and interacted with them both durlmgrtlives and after death. These people
were all agents who used material culture in aepf ways that signaled identity,
impacted interactions, and created/maintained e\sgrpractices.

The three burials each represent a different idd&i without commonality
regarding biological sex, age, or group affiliati@amthe case of the Rantoul Woman).
The Rantoul Woman burial is of an adult woman dkierage of seventeen. Skeletal
remains and tissue are sparse, most likely reguitom the unscientific practices of the
physician who collected her in 1877 and sold hehéomuseum in 1893. The only
human remains are the right radius and ulna, dated left hand, left occipital condyle
and zygomatic bone, elements from the right haadsidated tissue from both ears, and a
portion of the scalp and hair. The material culssociated with the burial is significant
in both variety and volume; other burials from tpatiod and geographic area in
Wisconsin have similar items but do not come ctbgevolume of this burial. The burials
contains large quantities of german silver tradmbhnes, thimbles and three cent coins
sewn through her hair, portions of the blouse attiqnat, thousands of glass seed beads,
a kaolin pipe, wooden picture frame, circular pdakéror, matches, bracelets, strung

white and purple wampum, and many others listatierpreceding chapters.
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The Vilas Co. adult burial is of an adult male othee age of fifty excavated
under archaeological conditions in 1902. The skklemains are in good condition and
almost complete, meaning that age at death anddicall sex could be assessed. He was
also buried with a variety of items fairly commanthe Great Lakes fur trade. Iltems
included in his burial were American and Frenchestsade axes, a blacksmith created
knife, spectacle glass and arm, Micmac pipes,uicket, and birchbark wrappings.

The third burial, an infant was also excavate#l902 from the same mound as
the adult male. This infant was approx. a yearatl the only skeletal remains
recovered was the frontal bone. There was a sggmtiamount of material culture
present in the burial, including a tin cup, buckgtrman silver brooch, pocket mirror,
and necklace with glass jewels.

The categorical schema created to analyze theialatelture present in these
burials attempted to address the relationship bEtwelonial materiality and identity
without encouraging dichotomies. Materials relatedolonial interaction are highly
visible in the archaeological record; colonialismguces stark disjunctions in
visible/material representations of practices dwee (Joyce and Lopiparo 2005). This
can encourage colonial scholars to study the cglatbetween colonial peoples as
simplistic dichotomized interactions that assummbgeneity between both Native
participants and Euro-American settlers.

This approach, as argued in this text, discour@srtcredibly complex, varied
responses of most culture contact situations. iBhespecially true in regards to
colonialism when collectives, individuals, and net&t groups are creating space to wield

power for economic, political, and social benefite.assume that material transmission
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is directly related to acculturation denies the ynfamms that social power takes in these
situations, and the many mechanisms for wieldinghe focus on individuals relocates
agency and power and contextualizes colonial intenas in ways that emphasize
agential responses to structural change.

Colonial people created, maintained, and negatisbeial personas to
successfully navigate interaction with other indivals and groups who were under
similar pressures. The relationship between theiphl/body, identity, and material
culture is chronic; it is a nexus where personhisadeated and expressed. Individual
identity is expressed in a variety of ways, inchglianguage, material culture and
participation in social, political, and economistms (Knudson and Stojanowski 2009).
Social actors are constantly engaged. They depbtgmal culture as visible
representations of affiliations and engagemenbtomunicate identities and social
personas (Casella and Fowler 2004).

The Use/Origin scheme makes these material de@otsimore visible and maps
the ways in which individuals used materials tonaigeconomic relationships, social
affiliations, and move fluidly between personase Rantoul Woman was buried with a
significant amount of material culture anomaloustteer Menominee burials from the
previous decades. As mentioned previously, Arnd@0{), has suggested that deviations
from normal burials practices may signal agencyiadividual preference beyond those
that participated in the mortuary rites. It is pbksthat the large amount of co-opted,
transformed, and adopted material in this buriahdscative of this woman'’s status and
individual access to materials associated with EAmerican trade. Her identities might

have been quite fluid depending on daily interaxdidVhat is clear is her ability to use
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material culture according to personal and cultpraference, even outside of any rigidly
prescribed norms.

The Vilas Co. adult male also interacted and usaterials in a variety of ways
depending on situational need, access, and idemdrtgtruction. His access to the trade
axes is indicative of engagement with the North Aoam fur trade and all of the
contacts and negotiations that accompanied itv@jiburial practices adopted Euro-
American trade materials to reinforce beliefs rdgay death and the afterlife. The bucket
and possible food described by Albright (1902)areexample of pre-contact practices
existing into colonial contact while utilizing nawaterials.

The two adults should be assumed to be purpoaefais who were agents in
their own right. They created hybrid and negotidiees, and these actions are reflected
in the burials they are associated with. Both tilesVCo. adult burial and the Rantoul
Woman contain objects that were co-opted, adoptadsformed, and some that
originated with Indigenous people. In the casembpted items they took materials and
chose to use them in different ways and make themn own. This fits well with Bhaba's
(1994) concept of hybridity in which space is ceebfior agents to manipulate resources
and social mores into the creation of identitidseothan “other”. This challenges widely
held notions of colonial power; one group did mopose identities over another (Bhaba
1994). Instead, colonial participants created spae@eld new social powers and
manipulate symbols, meanings, and materials in wWatsmade them useful to them
(Givens 2004).

The infant burial is likely the truest represeiatatof purely collective action. The

infant itself was too young to decide which itergitilize in daily life, adorn itself with,
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and what was important enough to be taken to theegiThe items in the infant burial
were both co-opted and adopted from Euro-Americaterals. The one exception to
this is the birchbark wrappings. These were nadvered with the remains and other
materials but were most certainly a wholly natimeeintion. The co-opted and adopted
materials are indications that the Ojibwe of theyeB9" century were not acculturated
nor assimilated. Instead they appear to have usatsilike the tin cup, bucket (not
present in the collection), and saucer to contpreeious Ojibwe mortuary traditions.
Leaving food for the dead was described in detaltly’s journals (Schenck 2012) as an
established tradition predating European contadhik case, they merely adopted these
items into the practices that made the most sense.

Collective social action is never wholly colle@jvindividuals make up
collectives and their motivations and agency imgéatger, more visible “macro”
situationgRogers 2005). Colonial contact cannot be studiigalowt considering the
place of the individual and of smaller collectivEsch of the three burials in this study
represents a person with agency who acted usingugastructures to form/maintain
identities and a comprehensible world. At the séime, there actions were constricted
by political, economic, and social consideratidMésconsin in the 19 century was no
exception; the complex interactions between EurceAcan Settlers, the United States
Government, and various Native communities regidiative movement and resource
utilization. During the lifetime of the Rantoul Wam, the Natives of Wisconsin ceded
significant portions of ancestral land to the Udig&tates Government, including the area

around Rantoul, WI.
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Social identities do not go extinct; instead tbbgnge and leave ephemeral
connections to the past (Stojanowski 2010). Thas/€o. and Rantoul Woman burials
are not representatives of static cultures yieldinthe pressures of colonial contact.
Instead, each of these burials represents somganéisagency who made decisions
based on personal preferences, cultural idealsitgvand participation in colonial
systems. The structuration of these actions agtregroduced the patterns of material
utilization that are seen in Native historic morjueontexts. These individuals are not to
product of colonialism; colonial laws, economicsgdaociety are a result of their
interactions and their agential ability to wieldoeigh power to define and challenge

relationships to the material and social world.
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Appendix A: Inventories

Inventory of the Vilas Co. Adult Skeletal Elements
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Element

Count

Crania

1

Mandible

1

Right Scapula

Left Scapula

Right Clavicle

Left Clavicle

Right Humerus

Right Ulna

Left Humerus

Left Ulna

Left Radius

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

Sternum

1

Manubrium

1

Cervical Vertebrae

ol

Thoracic Vertebrae

=
N

Lumbar Vertebrae

Sacrum

Right Os coxa

Left Os coxa

Right Femur

Right Tibia

Right Fibula

Left Femur

Left Tibia

Left Fibula

Ribs

Right Talus

(N [N
HOHHHHHHHH ol

Right Calcaneus

Right Cuboid

Right Intermediate Cuneiform

Right Metatarsals

Left Talus

Left Calcaneus

Left Cuboid

Left Intermediate Cuneiform

Left Metatarsals

Phalanx
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Inventory of the Vilas Co. Adult Burial Material Gure

Artifact Count
Trade Axe # 1 1
Trade Axe #2 1
Knife-Blacksmithed with handle 1
Rectangular Spectacle Glass with Arm 1

Micmac Pipe 2 (one is a plaster cast of the orijjina
Sandstone Heel Pipe 1
Birchbark Fragments

Inventory of the Vilas Co. Infant Burial SkeletdeEents

Element

Count

Frontal Bone

1

Inventory of the Vilas Co. Infant Burial Material@ure

Artifact Count

Bracelet # 1 1

Bracelet # 2 1

Necklace 1 (with three paste jewels)
Pocket Mirror 1

China Saucer 1

Tin Cup 1

Silver Brooch 1

Inventory of the Rantoul Woman Skeleta

| Element ldloman Remains

Element

Count

Crania Left Occipital Condyle (1), Left Zygomatic (1
Right Radius 1

Right Ulna 1

Right Metacarpal 1 (third)

Right Proximal Phalanges

2 (third, fifth)

Right Intermediate Phalanges

3 (second, third thdur

Distal Phalanges

2

Left Articulated Hand

Metacarpals (second, thialrth), proximal

te
ANX

phalanges (second, third, fourth), Intermedia
phalanges (second and third), proximal phal
(second)

Right ear-dessicated tissue with piercings 1

Left ear-dessicated tissue with piercings 1

Hair with scalp 1




Inventory of the Rantoul Woman Material Culture
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Artifact

Count

Picture Frame

1

Miniature China ltems

3 (Pitcher and Saucer, Téapot

Miniature Iron Kettle

1 (attached to Teapot, above)

Kaolin Pipe

1

Brass Rings

7 plain, 1 anchor and heart bezelpk btched bezel

Pocket Mirror

1

Petticoat with Ribbon Trim
and Brooches

2 (one with 9 attached silver brooches and turguoizbon, one
with 7 silver brooches, four tinkling cone and lathaments)

German Silver Brooches

2

Length of Fabric 1

Iron Vessel Pieces 6
Matches 9

Brass Bracelets w/ patina 19
Needles/Awls 4

Hooks 2

Musket Ball 1

Cowrie Shells 5

Tinkler Cone, Sphere, and | 83

Ball Ornaments

Eyelet Screw 1

Brass Ornament and Beads 1
Thimbles 29

Glass Beads thousands
Coins At least 6
Beaded Bags 6
Wampum Beads 230 white, 38 purple
Oval Milk Glass Beads 6
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Appendix B: Photo Appendix

Presented below are selective photographs of huemains and material culture from
the Vilas Co. Adult, Vilas Co. Infant, and Rant®bman. These photographs are meant
as a sample of each burials, and as such not @eeryfrom each burial is included.

Vilas Co. Adult

Human Remains

Lesion on the medial distal portion of the lefidibmost likely caused by a series of orthopedic
injuries.

Material Culture

Trade Axe #1- “French” style trade axe associatgd thie Vilas Co. adGTt burial.
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Trade Axe #2- “American” style trade axe associatétl the Vilas Co. adult burial.

Knife association with the Vilas Co. Adult burial

el 1= .

Rectangular Spectacle Glass and arm dated from 1880 and associated with the Vilas Co.
Adult burial.
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Stone Micmac pipe associated with the Vilas Co.|Bolurial

Vilas Co. Infant Burial

Material Culture

Bracelet #1- German Silver bracelet associated thahVilas Co. Infant burial
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Necklace with red glass jewels associated withvitees Co. Infant burial

Pocket mirror with hanger associated with the Vilas Infant burial



Tin cup with rolled rim associated with the Vilas.Qnfant burial

Large German Silver brooch associated with thesv@a. Infant Burial

99
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Rantoul Woman

Human Remains

Left hand with fabric, hide, and ring
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Hair and scalp from Rantoul Woman decorated witlmihes, glass beads, ermine tails, braids,
and coins

Dessicated ear tissue with cone and ball tinklepd&ions, chain, and coins
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Material Culture

Petticoat fragments with ribbon, german silver lotas, and tinkling cones from Rantoul
Woman



103

o

-
-
T

Brass bracelets from Rantoul Woman

U.S. three cent silver coin used as decoratioraint®&ul Woman'’s hair and clothing
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Beaded charm bag (Bag # 2) from Rantoul Woman; mattleseed beads, and twine/hemp

Beaded charm bag (Bag # 6) from Rantoul Woman. B&igis made from hide and seed beads

and contains a reed with red ochre.
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